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Debbie and Rick Sisco live in Stowe, Pa., 
where Rich pastors the local Brethren in 
Christ congregation. In submitting this arti-
cle, Debbie wrote: "Reading about how oth-
ers face the challenges of parenting has been 
beneficial, but I long to know how parents of 
exceptional children face their unique cir-
cumstances. I find such stories are too few 
and far between. Frankly, I need to know 
that others have walked in my shoes; that my 
feelings of helplessness and despair are nor-
mal; that lam not a bad parent, and my child 
is not deliberately unruly; that with help, we 
can cope. Finally, I decided to write my own 
story." 
Sunday morning dawns bright 
and beautiful. The unusually clear 
sky outside my bedroom window 
coaxes me out of a sound sleep. As I 
roll over I realize that Rich is already 
downstairs in the living room having 
his morning quiet time. The faint 
rattling of little Lego pieces reveals 
that our son David is also awake. 
Soon I hear David's not-so-quiet 
feet on the steps leading to my bed-
room where I am cozily snuggled 
under my covers, savoring the sweet 
luxury of Sunday morning—a day 
of rest, and Mother's Day at that. 
My drowsy fantasies are interrupted 
by David's cheerful, "Hello, I'm 
David, your waiter. Welcome to 
Friendly's! What would you like for 
breakfast?' 
In his hands are a small tablet 
(never mind that he had taken it 
from my purse without permission) 
and a stub of a pencil. Being one who 
rarely eats breakfast, I quickly 
search my mind for something I can 
order that will not keep me in bed 
the rest of the day with indigestion. I 
decide on mint tea (the smell of it 
brewing was already penetrating the 
house—thanks to Rich's early visit 
to the garden), a slice of raisin toast 
and an orange. 
Taking my order is no simple task 
for our eight-year-old son. Because 
of his learning disabilities, David 
often has difficulty remembering how 
to spell his own name. Usually he is 
so self-conscious about reading or 
writing that he doesn't dare try for 
fear of failure. But today he is joy-
fully preparing to serve his mother 
breakfast in bed, and not without 
style. He struggles to write: 
1 pes of tost 
1 kup of mit te 
1 oraj 
As I help him sound out each 
word, he doesn't give up, as is his 
habit, in despair and frustration. 
This task is not a classroom assign-
ment but rather an assignment from 
his heart. 
Off he trots with a delightful little 
smile and twinkle in his eyes to give 
my order to "the cook"—his dad. 
Meanwhile, I treasure these moments 
secretly in my heart. I am surprised 
and deeply touched to see this tender, 
giving side of David. Rarely does he 




would you like for 
breakfast?" 
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express care for anyone other than 
himself. He is usually disrespectful, 
noisy, rude, inconsiderate, defiant, 
and disobedient. But on this Moth-
er's Day morning he is temporarily 
released from his distressing limita-
tions. He is my darling son trying 
(and succeeding) to show his mom-
my how much he really wants to love 
and be loved—despite behavior that 
often convinces me otherwise. 
My deep thoughts and revelations 
are abruptly ended as I marvel at his 
coordination. Carrying'a mug of hot 
tea up a flight of curving stairs is a 
challenge for any child; but for one 
who is clumsy and often trips over 
his own feet, it rivals an Olympic 
gold medal performance. Is this my 
son, the typcial "bull in the china 
shop," gracefully waltzing to my 
bedside, serving me as though 1 am 
royality? Indeed, I do feel quite 
regal, queen-like; and my son has 
become a prince in my proud eyes, 
moist with tears. 
Later that day as I reflect on the 
morning's serendipity with a faint 
smile, I thank God for this hint of 
hope. Catching David doing some-
thing constructive is a rare occur-
rence. Life for us is almost always the 
other way around. But this morning 
was different. This morning I was 
privileged to see David in a new 
light. And I praised God for shining 
this light on the shadows of parent-
ing an exceptional child. • 
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There are those among us who say 
that our church has no distinctives. 
In practice, on the part of some per-
sons, this may be true. It is the pur-
pose of this short article to show that 
the Brethren in Christ Church con-
tinues to have distinctives. 
We will first observe several gen-
eral distinct characteristics. 
There is the new birth. We some-
times take this clear-cut position of 
our church for granted. It is a pre-
requisite for membership. One of 
our doctors was discussing an im-
portant professional position with 
another doctor by long distance tele-
phone . The two doc tors were 
strangers. The interviewing doctor 
asked our doctor brother, "What 
church do you belong to?" He said, 
"The Brethren in Christ." The inter-
viewing doctor said, "Oh praise the 
Lord, then you are born again." We 
praise the Lord that this distinctive is 
clear. 
Another general distinctive is our 
doctrine of holiness, that is, the clean 
heart and the fullness of the Holy 
Spirit. We have a strong emphasis 
on the fruit of the Spirit as the evi-
dence of the fullness of the Spirit and 
an openness to the gifts of the Spirit 
for the life and growth of the church. 
Then from our Anabaptist herit-
age and the love ethic, we have a 
beautiful distinctive, briefly stated as 
our Peace Position. We mean by this 
a pervading spirit of love which leads 
to a nonviolent lifestyle which in-
cludes conscientious objection to war 
and love for our enemies. 
by Henry A. Ginder 
"The Christian confession is "Jesus 
is Lord." The Christian remembers 
that the first and fundamental loy-
alty of the people of God is to Jesus 
Christ. Unless love of nation is 
secondary to fellowship in the body 
of Christ and mission to men every-
where, Caesar replaces Jesus as 
Lord. The body of Christ is inter-
national. " 
The combination of these three 
general distinctives makes us unique 
among other evangelical churches. 
There is no other denomination that 
has this combination. What a joy to 
be distinctive in our distinctives. 
It is the privilege 
and responsibility 
of each generation 
to apply scriptural 
distinctives to the 
most redemptive 
ministry for their 
time. 
Henry Ginder served as a bishop in the 
Brethren in Christ Church for a number of 
years, as well as being ac tive in evangelical 
and holiness interchurch movements. This 
article, slightly abridged, is reprinted from 
the May 26, 1976, Evangelical Visitor. 
Then there are the more specific 
distinctives. These include: 
—The practice of washing the saints' 
feet, with the lovely symbolism of 
humility, love, and service. 
—The practice of modesty and 
simplicity in dress and lifestyles. 
"The Scriptures point away from 
the use of jewelry, expensive cloth-
ing and artificial efforts to beauti-
fy the person, while they exalt the 
beauty of a gentle and quiet 
spirit." 
—We caution against excessive and 
unwholesome entertainment and 
careless business practices as well 
as occupational activity which 
does not harmonize with the 
Scriptures. 
—The life of separation from the 
world embodies a recognition that 
the body is the temple of the Holy 
Spirit. This principle is violated 
by sins against the body and 
society which include adultery, 
premarital sex, homosexuality, 
the use of tobacco, intoxicating 
drinks, and the misuse of drugs. 
Our membership covenant calls 
for our commitment in eight distinct 
ways: 
1. Accept the Bible as the Word 
of God, showing the way of 
salvation and as a guide for 
faith and conduct. 
2. Witness to a personal expe-
rience of being saved. 
3. Express a desire to live a holy 
life, apart from sin and sepa-
rated unto Christ. 
4. Covenant to be loyal to the 
congregation as a Brethren in 
Christ member. 
5. Consent to instruction in Bible 
doctrine. 
6. Consent to support the con-
gregation by attendance and 
prayers. 
7. Consent to contribute as the 
Lord prospers. 
8. Promise to foster a spirit of 
Christian fellowship and one-
ness in the church. 
We must remember that there will 
always be tension between the world 
and the church. The church cannot 
be the church without this tension. It 
is a creative tension. It must be so! 
Each generation wants to set its 
own standards, but who sets the 
standards? Not the generation, but 
the Scriptures. It is, however, the 
privilege and responsibility of each 
generation to apply scriptural dis-
tinctives to the most redemptive 
ministry for their time. 
What a delight to be a part of a 
denomination which has such New 
Testament distinctives. These are all 
contingent upon a new life in Christ 
and an openness to the life-guiding 
principles of the Scriptures. • 
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Giving God 
the "pink slip » 
. by Charles Colson 
A group of scholars met recently 
to determine the authenticity of 
Christ's Gospel statements. They dis-
tributed among themselves colored 
slips of paper; a red slip meant the 
particular statement under consid-
eration was "authentic," pink for 
"probably authentic," gray for "prob-
ably not authentic," and black for 
"not authentic." One by one Jesus' 
statements were considered; debate 
concluded with the solemn raising of 
the colored cards. 
The Beatitudes and the Sermon 
on the Mount took a beating in the 
balloting. "Blessed are the peace-
makers . . ." was swiftly voted 
down. "Blessed are the meek . . ." 
got only six timid red and pink votes 
out of 30 cast. 
In the final count, only three of 12 
assorted blessings and woes from 
Matthew and Luke were deemed 
authentic. 
Unfortunately, this is not the iso-
lated instance of theological tom-
foolery that it first appears. Rather, 
it is symptomatic of serious efforts 
these days by seriously minded peo-
ple to trivialize truth. Take for 
example the recent case of Father 
Charles Curran, professor of theol-
ogy at Washington, D.C.'s Catholic 
University, who is viewed as one of 
the nation's most influential theo-
logians. 
One small problem: Father Cur-
ran disagrees with just about every 
tenet of Roman Catholic and tradi-
tional Christian teaching on biomed-
ical and sexual issues. He argues that 
divorce should be allowed, that abor-
tion can be justified in the first two to 
three weeks after conception, that 
homosexuality can be "objectively 
morally acceptable," and that pre-
marital sexual relations can occas-
sionally be permitted on the basis of 
a "theology of compromise." 
It's easy to see why Father Curran 
has long been viewed with suspicion 
by the Vatican. Finally, last August, 
Rome forbade Curran to expound 
his views in the name of the church. 
T h e Church's 
authority comes not 
f rom the consent of 
the governed, but 
from Christ, its Head, 
who rules through 
Scripture and the 
Spirit. 
©November 1986 by Fellowship Com-
munication. Used by permisison of Jubilee, a 
newsletter published by Prison Fellowship. 
May 1987 5 
Curran immediately called a press 
conference. "[It's] my church as 
much as anyone else's . . . my 
church is a big church . . . My 
God is a big God; yes She is." 
The delighted media portrayed 
this as a modern David versus an 
antiquated Goliath: Curran was the 
heroic defender of academic free-
dom against a mammoth, repressive 
church. One columnist accused the 
church of "digging itself into irrele-
vancy" by its "backward-looking 
orthodoxy" and noted, "Polls show 
most Catholics agree with Curran." 
Another commented, "Such sancti-
fication of the past, in the name of 
either God or mammon, cripples 
mankind's ability to face today's 
dilemmas." 
The few writers who defended the 
church generally did so on the basis 
of the "McDonald's argument": You 
can't work for McDonald's and sell 
Wendy's burgers. 
But the public debate has only 
touched surface issues. Like the New 
Testament balloting, the Curran con-
troversy raises deeper questions 
about the nature of the church, as 
well as the very truth the church 
claims to uphold. 
First, does a church have the right 
to set and enforce its own rules? Not 
if it is the democracy Curran and-his 
supporters seems to suggest. Theol-
ogy, one gathers, can be voted in or 
out according to public opinion 
polls. 
But a church run by the whims of 
transient majorities is a sorry sight. 
Joseph Sobran comments, "It can be 
exalting to belong to a church that is 
five hundred years behind the times 
and sublimely indifferent to fashion; 
it is mortifying to belong to a church 
that is five minutes behind the times, 
huffing and puffing to catch up." 
The Church (not just Catholic or 
Protestant, but the universal Church) 
is not a democracy. It can never be 
subject to majority rule. Its author-
ity comes not from the consent of the 
governed, but from Christ, its Head, 
who rules through Scripture and the 
Holy Spirit. 
Father Curran's challenge raises a 
second, even more fundamental ques-
tion: What is the nature of truth 
itself? 
Curran claims that: "The word 
and work of Jesus must always be 
made present and meaningful in the 
contemporary historical and cultur-
al circumstances." Shifting sexual 
practices require the theologian, ac-
cording to Curran, "to look at church 
teachings in the light of these 
changes." Thus he views it as his 
responsibility "to push and probe" 
since "that is the only way change 
happens, even though the process is 
sometimes painful." 
The Curran controversy is symp-
tomatic of a relativism in which 
moral truths change with the regu-
larity of interest rates: If society 
merely seeks the greatest good for 
the greatest number, why not let the 
greatest number define their own 
Recently I rediscovered a treasure 
in my library, a book entitled Tarry 
Ye! Its sub-title is "Studies of Pente-
cost." Published in 1930, it contains 
messages from fourteen of the preach-
ing stalwarts of the holiness move-
ment of that era. 
One emphasis stands out above 
others as I reflect on these familiar, 
precious truths. It is a declaration by 
Rev. Joseph H. Smith, the man on 
whose life and work I wrote my 
Ph.D. dissertation at the University 
of Iowa: "There is a cloud to be seen 
about the size of a man's hand. We 
are in the early throes of another 
epochal revival. . . . This oncom-
ing revival which is to date a new era 
in the Church life of our land, will 
major upon the doctrine of . . . the 
Person and Peace of the Holy 
Ghost." This he affirmed 55 years 
ago. 
Then, during the worsening days 
of World War II, Brother Smith 
wrote to his preacher-son, J. Hunter 
Smith, and reiterated his conviction 
about the future: "I cannot dwell 
upon the awful atrocities of this War 
for thinking of the great outpouring 
Dr. Delbert Rose, professor at Wesley 
Biblical Seminary in Jackson, Miss., was 
named Holiness Exponent of the year at the 
April 1986 convention of the Christian Holi-
ness Association. 
good? If a rule is most often broken, 
change it. 
The historic Christian view, how-
ever, is that such considerations as 
"Is it difficult?" and "What do most 
people believe?" are irrelevant to 
determining belief. There is only one 
question: "Is it true?" 
Such truth is based on belief in an 
unchanging, holy God whose will is 
revealed in Scripture. Our choice is to 
rebel or obey. We are not, in Norman 
Podhoretz' words, "free to decide that 
error is truth and sin is virtue." 
by Delbert R. Rose 
of God's Spirit which will come after 
the war is over." 
Is not Smith's prediction coming 
to pass? What one doctrine has been 
more dominant in the preaching, 
teaching and writing, both in books 
and magazines, over the past forty 
years than that of the person and 
work of the Holy Spirit? While too 
many of these utterances have lacked 
scriptural soundness and balance, 
they nevertheless have verified that 
foresight which Smith believed and 
had been given him by the Holy 
Spirit. 
Look back to the 1940's. Two new 
holiness seminaries were given birth 
in 1945: Nazarene Theological 
Seminary and Western Evangelical 
Seminary. The Billy Graham cru-
sades began in 1949, and have con-
tinued with unabated effectiveness 
to this day. 
The Asbury College campus has 
been the scene for three special out-
pourings of the Holy Spirit in the 
last thirty-five years: once in 1950; 
another in 1958; and greatest of 
them all, in 1970, which spilled over 
into Canada and Central and South 
America. I suggest that anyone want-
ing spiritual encouragement read 
Halls Aflame by Henry James and 
Paul Rader, and One Divine Mo-
ment, edited by Dr. Robert E. Cole-
Father Curran may be a folk hero 
today, but I think G. K. Chesterton's 
description may be more accurate: 
"We often read nowadays of the 
valor or audacity with which some 
rebel attacks a hoary tyranny or an 
antiquated superstition. There is not 
really any courage at all in attacking 
hoary or antiquated things, any more 
than in offering to fight one's grand-
mother. The really courageous man 
is he who defies tyrannies young as 
the morning and superstitions fresh 
as the first flowers." • 
man. Both books are detailed reports 
of what God did during those life-
changing days. 
In the December 30,1985-January 
6, 1986 issue of the U.S. News & 
World Report, Dr. Billy Graham is 
the guest editorialist, and writes on 
"The Need of the Hour." In that stir-
ring message he declares, "Our most 
basic need is a moral and spiritual 
renewal that will touch every aspect 
of our lives" (italics are his). He con-
tinues by pointing to some great re-
vival movements of the past, and 
then declares, "It could happen again 
today. In fact, there are already signs 
it is happening. I recently heard the 
Chief Justice of the United States 
state that we are in the midst of a 
spiritual awakening now." 
With Joe Brice of England, I 
believe that "If the Church would 
move to Pentecost, nothing could 
arrest its triumph, and its thousands 
of unsatisfied souls would have found 
Something Better." 
In spite of the pornography, drug 
addiction, abortion-scourge, demor-
alizing TV programing, and the 
humanism and materialism of masses 
of people outside (and some inside) 
the visible church, the promised Holy 
Spirit is ready and powerful enough 
to turn our nation back to God. And 
by receiving God's full blessing of 
Pentecost, with its purifying, em-
powering and daring aggressiveness, 
we can experience true revival in this 
decade. Let us pray earnestly and 
expectantly for another Heaven-sent 
awakening! 
Pentecost Sunday—June 7 
Pentecost ignites revival 
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You spoke , 
we listened 
by Paul Hostetler 
You, the people, have spoken, and your church 
leaders have listened carefully. That's what the first 
phase of MISSIONS 87 was all about. 
In the past three years the gap has increased 
between Brethren in Christ budget projections and the 
monies which were actually contributed. A MIS-
SIONS 87 Task Force was appointed to propose a 
solution. They made a careful study of giving patterns 
by contacting a large number of congregational 
church boards and/or stewardship committees in the 
closing months of 1986. 
When the results of the contacts were compiled, the 
Task Force reluctantly concluded that the 1987 spend-
ing budgets of all the ministries, both regional and 
general, would need to be reduced by an average of 14 
percent (about $600,000). The information which fol-
lows was helpful in reaching that decision: 
MISSIONS 87 Findings 
Combined regional and general contributions; 
proportionate, designated, and direct 
Total giving 1985 $3,088,312 
Increase over 1984 8.97% 
Total giving 1986 3,321,461 
Increase over 1985 7.55% 
MISSIONS 87 projections 3,619,773 
Increase over 1986 8.98% 
After careful consideration, the Board of Administra-
tion approved the MISSION 87 projection of 
$3,619,773 as the "spending budget" for the regional 
and general ministries. 
The exciting part of this information is that the 
adjusted budget, although still very challenging, is 
"makeable." Isn't it wonderful that for the first time in 
many years, our brotherhood should go over the top 
in its budget receipts? It will give all of us a spiritual 
shot of adrenalin to exceed our goal! 
One thing pastors and their people said again and 
again in response to MISSIONS 87 was "Keep us 
informed." "Let us know how we are doing." "When 
our people know about our needs, they respond." And 
so in the present phase of MISSIONS 87, the general 
treasurer is sending out a monthly report to all pastors 
so that they can be updated on the progress of all the 
congregations in their respective regional conferences. 
Then, each quarter, a more comprehensive report will 
be sent out, giving information on the total Coopera-
tive Ministries giving for all the regional conferences. 
It should be noted here that a distribution schedule 
has been adopted which calls for some Cooperative 
Ministries receipts to come by way of direct and desig-
nated giving for some of our ministries if the reduced 
approved budget is to be funded in full. 
I am frequently asked, "What happens when the 
ministries do not receive the approved budget 
amounts?" In 1987, the question is, "How will the 14 
percent reduction affect plans and programs?" The 
answer is sobering. Some worthy Brethren in Christ 
ministries will not be funded and will therefore not be 
undertaken, unless God's people give more than they 
are now planning to give. 
There is always the possibility that these pressing 
needs can be funded by exceeding the total reduced 
budget. As He has done through the ages, God can still 
find people who, although they have already given 
generously, are prepared to move into the vibrant 
fellowship of sacrificial givers. 
In the days ahead we should do two things: First, 
let's all determine that we will be actively involved in 
pushing the revised budget over the top. And second, 
let's pray that God will work among us the miracle of 
reaching part, or even all, of the original approved 
1987 ministries goal. 
William Carey, the founder of modern missions, 
had the formula for success in Christian outreach: 
Expect great things from God; attempt great things for 
God! 
Paul Hostetler is associate director of stewardship for the 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Ben Musser with 
one of the families 
helped by MDS in 
Cooperstown, Pa. MDS—It 
When disaster strikes, the public hears 
about it on radio and TV. But within the 
MCC family of churches there are some 
people who get the facts by a phone call. 
Through the grassroots network known 
as Mennonite Disaster Service people 
are organized to express practical Chris-
tian compassion, giving their time, tal-
ents, and energies to help relieve disaster-
caused suffering. 
With over thirty years of experience, 
MDS has learned how to harness in 
practical ways, the talents of caring peo-
ple who are willing to go to the scene of a 
disaster and help victims groping to pick 
up their lives in its wake. The Allegheny 
Conference has an eight member com-
mittee that works as a part of the MDS 
network, which includes 49 local units in 
the United States. 
In the following interview, deacon 
Ben Musser of the Mt. Rock Brethren in 
Christ congregation responds to ques-
tions from his pastor, John Schock, 
about personal experiences he and his 
wife have had as a project leader on a 
number of projects. Ben works through 
the Cumberland Valley M DS unit, which 
will host the MDS All-Unit meeting in 
February 1988. 
Pastor: How many years have you 
been involved with MDS? 
Musser: I suppose about twenty years. 
1 have been more active during the last 
five years, since during that time I've 
been chairman of our local Brethren in 
Christ committee here in our own 
Allegheny Conference. 
How does the contact system work? 
There are two men in the Chambers-
burg area who contact persons like 
myself. 1 then contact other men in our 
church. Similar contacts are made in 
that way among the Mennonite churches 
as well. 
What types of disasters do you re-
spond to? 
• Well, we respond to tornadoes, to 
floods, and locally, when there are home 
fires and barn fires. 
What specific projects have you given 
assistance to, that is away from the 
home community? 
I've worked in Kentucky, Virginia, 
and several times in West Virginia. In 
the winter of 1985 my wife and I spent a 
month in South Carolina building for 
tornado victims there. Then, we also 
spent six weeks in the Oil City, Pa., area. 
What type of construction were you 
involved with? 
V/e mostly built frame homes. MDS 
has a policy of not normally building 
large homes. We work on homes to help 
the people get through the crisis. Mostly 
the homes are in the neighborhood of 
24' by 40'—two or three bedroom 
homes, adequate in most cases, but not 
elaborate. 
When MDS is called to an area, how 
do you determine who receives help, and 
in what order? 
MDS has policy guidelines for its 
volunteers. MDS usually offers cleanup 
help without great throught of the eco-
nomic status of the victim. Regarding 
repairs and rebuilding, the project leader 
makes a survey of the area, contacting 
people whose homes were damaged or 
destroyed. One question is whether they 
have adequate insurance. In gathering 
this information, cooperation with other 
reliable agencies to gain referrals and 
counsel is helpful. MDS sets priority in 
helping the elderly, handicapped, 
widowed, low-income, and minorities 
who cannot do their own construction 
and do not have funds to hire someone 
to do it for them. 
Does MDS pay for building ma-
terials? 
I would not say "never," but in most 
cases, "no." Most cases where folks who 
have some insurance to buy materials, 
we furnish the labor and help them in 
this way. If they do not have insurance, 
oftimes the Red Cross or Federal insur-
ance program furnish materials. 
Where do you set up your MDS 
headquarters? 
We generally just inquire around— 
oftimes stop and talk to one of the 
ministers—and almost always there is a 
church in the immediate area that will 
open their doors and let MDS in. There 
are times when we've had our headquar-
ters in schools or in senior citizens' halls. 
So, we just inquire around for a suitable 
place and open up. Red Cross often 
works with us. Sometimes we work out 
of a fire hall. 
Does MDS have a spiritual impact on 
the people you minister to? 
Many times people are really hurting 
and want to talk, so we stand and listen 
to them, even though we have work to 
do. It's important to spend time listening 
to what they have to say. Many times 
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helps me to be more compassionate 
. by Ben Musser, with John Schock . 
they will say something about a subject 
that opens the way to talk to them about 
the Lord and their spiritual life. One 
man said, "When this was over and I 
saw things going like they were, 1 
thought, 'did the rapture take place, and 
I missed it?' " That opened up an oppor-
tunity to talk. 
What involvement does your wife 
Julia have in this ministry? 
When Julia goes along, she does not 
go out on the job. She staffs the office 
because I have to take men out to work 
and leave the office frequently. While 
I'm gone, another carload of MDSers 
may arrive, so she meets them, has them 
register, and offers them coffee. When I 
get back I take them out to their assign-
ment for the day. Julia answers the 
phone and helps with the meals. In the 
Dempseytown, Pa., area, we were in a 
church and the ladies came once a week 
to make quilts, so Julia helped in that, 
and this made a good opportunity for 
her to contact women of the community 
as well. 
Do you ask for volunteer help? 
Oh yes, we recruit help from a large 
area. Through the various MDS local 
units we get volunteers from all over 
Pennsylvania. On the Dempseytown 
project we also had MDS volunteers 
from Ohio. Also, there are openings for 
young people who can sign up for six 
months or a year. Young folks accepted 
for these assignments are transferred 
from one MDS project to another. 
Recently three young people in summer 
service started out in Oklahoma, then 
were transferred to Kentucky, then to 
Dempseytown, Pa., where I was work-
ing, and then to Beavertown, about 50 
miles to the west. So these young people 
get a broad spectrum of the work that 
MDS does. 
What has your involvement in MDS 
done for your spirituality? 
It has helped me to be more compas-
sionate to people who are in need. Here 
we are, going into a home where they 
have lost loved ones! On several occa-
sions 1 put my arm around a man, and 
talked, and wept with him before we 
asked what we could do for him in a 
material way. 
Share one rewarding experience out 
of your MDS ministry. 
One experience that has meant a lot 
to me began when a lady from Lancaster 
County sent up a quilt and asked to have 
it given to someone in need. I could have 
given it to any lady in the tornado area, 
and they could have used it! But then I 
got to thinking about Jeannie. Jeannie 
and her husband lost their trailer home 
and she was having very serious physical 
problems, but they didn't know what the 
problem really was. I thought, "I'll give 
the quilt to Jeannie." 
When I took the quilt to her we 
talked, and 1 took her hand and prayed 
for her. She was sitting on the porch and 
I asked her whether she was a Christian. 
She said she was not, but was thinking 
about it. She said she attended church 
but hadn't made a commitment. When I 
pressed her she said, "Not today, I have 
some things I want to straighten out." 
Several weeks later when 1 met her, I 
asked her how she was coming along. 
She was getting things straightened out, 
but had not really made a commitment 
yet. Then in October, when Julia and I 
drove back to visit the area, we went to 
see Jeannie. She put her arms around 
me and said, "Ben, I've found the Lord." 
So, I think that is the most rewarding 
experience I ever had. • 
MDS Information Sheet 
Organizational Structure 
Four regions in the United States (one in Canada) 
Number of local units: 49 
Local representative areas: 15 
Disaster Program 
The Mennonite disaster service program, a totally volunteer pro-
gram, provides for: 
• Cleanup for homes and properties after a natural disaster 
• Repairs—temporary and permanent—for the elderly and 
the underinsured 
• Rebuilding and reconstruction for low-income and poverty 
families and for disadvantaged minorities, widows, and the 
handicapped 
• Mental health support programs, in cooperation with Men-
nonite Mental Health Centers and services 
For more information, contact Lowell Detweiler (Executive Coor-
dinator) or Sandy Weaver (Administrative Assistant) at: 
21 S. 12th Street 
Akron, PA 17501 
(717) 859-1151 
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Serve the Lord with gladness Ps. 100=2 
Twenty Brethren in Christ, includ-
ing six from Canada, attended all or 
portions of the 45th annual conven-
tion of the National Association of 
Evangelicals, held March 3-5 in Buf-
falo, New York. Continuing a long-
standing tradition, 17 of them gath-
ered for a "Brethren in Christ get-
together" over dinner Tuesday eve-
ning. 
The following news stories, edited 
from material provided by NAE, 
give some highlights of the conven-
tion. 
Monday, March 2 
"Celebrate God's Glory" 
challenged Carlson 
Many NAE leaders arrived in 
Buffalo by Monday, March 2, in 
time for the Board of Administra-
tion daytime meeting and an evening 
banquet. At that gathering, conven-
tion coordinator G. Raymond Carl-
son, general superintendent of the 
Assemblies of God, set the tone for 
the week's activities by encouraging 
the board to celebrate God's pres-
ence and glory. 
The board also heard greetings 
from Dr. Brian Stiller, executive 
director of the Evangelical Fellow-
ship of Canada. 
Tuesday, March 3 
Evangelicals can't drive BMW 
while children die 
Providing jobs in the name of 
Jesus was the centerpiece of an 
impassioned address by sociologist 
Anthony Campolo at the conven-
tion launching luncheon, sponsored 
10 
by the World Relief Commission of 
NAE. 
The colorful Campolo opened his 
remarks by cataloguing some of the 
suffering experienced in the world's 
cities. Campolo suggested that evan-
gelicals could alleviate some of this 
suffering by helping local entrepre-
neurs create jobs in inner cities and 
abroad. Yet, he emphasized creating 
jobs is not enough; hearts must be 
changed, too. 
One of Campolo's most pointed 
observations concerned evangelical 
lifestyles. "If living like Jesus means 
buying a BMW while children die in 
Haiti, you don't have the same Jesus 
that I do." 
Meese believes 
Americans still religious 
Celebrating the 200th anniversary 
of the U.S. Constitution was the 
theme of leadership sessions, Tues-
day, March 3. Attorney General 
Edwin Meese III recounted both the 
patriotism and spiritual contribution 
of the Rev. Mr. Weatherspoon, 
signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and president of Princeton 
University. 
In the First Amendment, he noted, 
the founders of the United States 
showed their great respect for reli-
gion and an individual's religious 
rights, even if they were not religious 
themselves. 
Meese observed there have been 
great changes in the United States 
during the past 200 years, yet he felt 
certain that the American people, as 
a group, "remain as religious as 
always." 
"If civil liberty is lost, we will also 
lose our religious liberty," he de-
clared to the applause of the audi-
ence. His final admonition to the 
audience was to keep the balance 
between faith and freedom. 
Spirited debate about 
church state separation 
Continuing the Leadership Day 
theme was a debate on whether the 
wall of separation between church 
and state is in jeopardy. 
Former minister John H. Buchan-
an, chairman of People for the 
American Way and a former U.S. 
representative from Alabama, preach-
ed the gospel of religious toleration. 
Forest D. Montgomery, counsel for 
NAE's Office of Public Affairs and a 
former attorney for the Treasury 
Department, presented a point-by-
point refutation which argued that 
the separation between church and 
state suggested by the First Amend-
ment was never intended to be the 
barrier proposed by some today. 
Arguing that the wall of separa-
tion is in jeopardy, Buchanan said 
that historically, the United States 
has "a bad record when the church 
and civil governments become en-
twined." He contended that the con-
stitutional founders were wise enough 
to protect religious liberty, and that 
"the diversity that was honored when 
the Constitution was written should 
be honored now." 
Montgomery noted that Thomas 
Jefferson created the metaphor of 
"wall of separation" in a letter writ-
ten in 1802, and warned that we 
should not take "this seductive met-
aphor to ridiculous conclusions," 
adding, "like the walls of Jericho, 
this wall must come tumbling down." 
Instead of a wall built on the 
ideology of certain anti-religious in-
terests, Montgomery called for a 
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new wall, "resting on a firm founda-
tion, built with the bricks of original 
intent, and with the mortar of com-
mon sense." 
Evangelicals endangered by 
prosperity 
The evening's plenary address was 
delivered by U.S. Senate Chaplain 
Dr. Richard Halverson who cau-
tioned, "Prosperity may be the great-
est danger evangelicals face today." 
Halverson pointed out that he 
was sounding no new alarm. Moses 
had warned the Israelites to beware 
of prosperity as they were about to 
enter the "promised land." Using the 
words of Moses, "Take heed lest you 
forget God," he warned listeners that 
prosperity can replace God in one's 
life, if "mammon" (i.e. money) and 
"the good things" of this world be-
come too important. 
He identified three results of 
prosperity as particularly problemat-
ic—greed, lust and deceit—which 
cannot be legislated away. However, 
Jesus offers a defense against such 
sins: "Seek first His kingdom and 
His righteousness." Halverson empha-
sized how desperately the righteous-
ness of Christians is needed in Amer-
ica today. 
Wednesday, March 4 
McRae asks "Why celebrate?" 
At the convention's Wednesday 
morning biblical keynote address, 
William McRae, president of Ontar-
io Bible College and Theological 
Seminary, focused on the conven-
tion theme, "Celebrate! Serve the 
Lord with gladness." Examining 
Psalms 100 and 117, McRae appeal-
ed to the Psalmist, "How, David? I 
need a little help. Why should I 
celebrate?" 
David "answers" throughout the 
Psalms, McRae noted, each time 
Scripture speaks of God's loving-
kindness, and is amplified in a single 
word at the end of Psalm 117: 
"Hallelujah!" 
"Serving the Lord with gladness," 
McRae concluded, "is rooted in the 
appreciation of the kind of God we 
have, and that he is lovingly loyal to 
his commitments." 
Resolutions passed 
At a Wednesday morning busi-
ness session, NAE unanimously ap-
proved a position paper "Celebrate!," 
passed resolutions entitled "Peace, 
Freedom and Human Rights" and 
"Prayer for Churches in Nicaragua," 
Celebrate! 
Two hundred years ago our forefathers established 
the Constitution of the United States of America 
which, in its present form, guarantees religious and 
political liberty to all our citizens. 
During this 45th Annual Convention of the National 
Association of Evangelicals (NAE), we CELEBRATE 
that carefully crafted document which has guided our 
nation and given us a stable government through two 
centuries. 
We further CELEBRATE the goodness and bless-
ing of God as NAE has provided a clear voice of our 
evangelical faith and a witness to our oneness in Jesus 
Christ. 
On this historic occasion we call upon our constit-
uency, and Christians everywhere, to CELEBRATE 
with us and rejoice in God's provision through the 
years. 
Let us CELEBR A TE our rich heritage as people of 
God. We know the gospel story today because our 
forefathers were faithful. As the Apostle Paul saw 
himself a debtor, so we are debtors. It is now our 
challenge to share that good news with our generation. 
Let us CELEBRA TE love. Because of this special 
gift from God, we are able to love the Lord and share 
his love with the world. Filled with divine love, we are 
able to befriend the lonely, bring hope to the lost and 
love our enemies. 
Let us CELEBRA TE life. John wrote, "In him was 
life, and that life was the light of men" (John 1:4). And 
Jesus said, "I have come that they might have life and 
that they might have it more abundantly" (John 
10:10). We know that true life cannot be found in 
license or in sensual satisfaction; it is found only in 
Jesus Christ. We enjoy life because we have found the 
true meaning of life in him. 
Let us CELEBRA TE the ministries of our churches 
and members . . . the millions that regularly attend 
Sunday and mid-week services and church schools to 
learn more of the gospel of Christ and what it means to 
be his disciple in the world . . . the evangelical edu-
cational institutions that are preparing young men and 
women for ministry both in the secular marketplace 
and the pulpit . . . the thousands of missionaries, 
church planters, evangelists, pastors, musicians, Sun-
day school teachers, youth workers, children's workers, 
and others who serve faithfully and sacrificially . . . 
the growing number of Christians who act out their 
faith through commitment to compassionate minis-
tries—seeking to serve those in need and to defend the 
rights of the weak and suffering . . . the business 
people, laborers, civil workers, clerks, secretaries, law-
yers, doctors, school teachers and others who seek to 
be witnesses for Jesus Christ and live as Christians in 
the marketplace. 
Yes, let us CELEBRA TE! But let us also see this 
occasion as a time to rededicate ourselves to the work 
that remains. And because God has so faithfully and 
generously provided in the past, let us take new hope 
as we "serve the Lord with gladness" (Psalm 100:2). 
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and endorsed "A Declarat ion" 
drafted for the association's 45th 
anniversary. (See complete texts else-
where in this report.) 
Later, NAE President Ray H. 
Hughes, in the annual presidential 
address, recounted the history and 
accomplishments of the association. 
While NAE was born in the midst of 
World War II when evangelicalism 
was a weak, fragmented movement, 
Hughes described how its various 
ministries have spread "the voice of 
hope and help throughout the entire 
world." 
In a world full of darkness, where 
Christians remain f ragmented, 
Hughes affirmed, "We have the 
light." 
Reach the cities and 
you'll reach the world 
With apologies to Charles Dickens, 
Raymond Bakke, professor of min-
John Stoner addresses 
NAE workshop 
Included in the NAE Convention's workshops was 
a March 4 seminar titled "Does God Save from Ene-
mies?" Speakers were John K. Stoner, executive secre-
tary of Mennonite Central Committee U.S. Peace 
Section, and David Breese, president of Christian 
Destiny in Hillsboro, Kan. The workshop, sponsored 
by the Social Action Committee of NAE, was chaired 
by Richard Blackburn, director of the Lombard (111.) 
Mennonite Peace Center. 
Stoner told the 60 attending the workshop that "the 
question of what to do about enemies may well be the 
paramount theological question of our generation." 
"In the world today," he said, "the efforts of people 
to save themselves from their enemies are symbolized 
in the nuclear bombs of the rich and the M-16s of the 
poor. The United States, seeking to save itself from 
communist enemies, leads the world toward nuclear 
disaster. Men identifying themselves as Christian 
leaders call for more spending and more weapons, 
relying on human wisdom and human power. This is 
humanistic anti-communism." 
Jesus, Stoner said, led a disarmed life. "His enemies 
had not disarmed themselves, nor had they made any 
promise to do so. But the method and the message of 
Jesus communicated forgiveness to enemies and ex-
tended to them an invitation to change." 
He said, "The nonviolent resistance of Jesus Christ 
to evil is imitated by the church. This imitation is not a 
choice which the church makes; it is a commitment 
which Christ demands. To refuse this imitation is to 
engage in the presumption that the church knows a 
better way to wage the struggle against evil than the 
way lived and revealed by Jesus Christ." 
In response Breese asked, "Does God save from 
enemies? Physically, sometimes. Sometimes not. Spir-
itually, always." 
The physical/spiritual separation was consistent 
with Breese's dispensationalist theology, which he 
developed in some detail. He said it is difficult to be an 
absolute pacifist and still believe that Jesus will return 
with his saints and put to the edge of the sword the 
enemies of God. 
John K. Stoner, executive secretary of MCC U.S. Peace 
Section and member of the Lancaster (Pa.) Brethren in 
Christ Church, speaks at workshop at NAE Convention, 
March 4 in Buffalo, N.Y. (NAE photo by Ake Lundberg) 
Breese maintained that the teachings of Jesus were 
meant for life in the kingdom of God, which has been 
postponed because the Jews rejected it, according to 
dispensationalist interpretation of Scripture. 
Stoner expressed gratitude for the invitation to 
speak to the NAE workshop. "Many people who 
attend these meetings have had almost no exposure to 
the peace church understanding of Jesus," he said. "So 
this understanding of Jesus is not something which 
they have consciously rejected, but rather something 
that they have never thoughtfully considered." 
Stoner noted after the meeting that "we who believe 
in nonviolence must propose nonviolent initiatives of 
peacemaking, and challenge evangelicals and other 
Christians to join us. I would assume that these initia-
tives would basically be ways of reaching out and 
building bridges to people in nations that the U.S. has 
declared enemies." 
The peace witness was also present at the conven-
tion through a large display of Christian peace books 
and pamphlets in a booth of the Lombard Mennonite 
Peace Center, staffed by peace center director Black-
burn. —MCC News Service 
12 Evangelical Visitor 
istry at Northern Baptist Theologi-
cal Seminary, in a Wednesday lunch-
eon address to the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association 
(EFMA), presented his own "tale of 
two cities" in comparing the ancient 
city of Rome with the modern city of 
Chicago. 
Using the experiences of the 
Apostle Paul as a model, Bakke 
insisted that to best spread the mes-
sage of Jesus Christ in the world, 
cities must first be evangelized. "The 
city is the engine of cultural change 
in the world," said Bakke. "We must 
go to the city because the city today 
is where the rest of the world will be 
tomorrow." 
Kesler lists difficulties 
in educating today's youth 
In his Wednesday luncheon ad-
dress to the National Christian Edu-
cation Association at the NAE Con-
vention, Jay Kesler, president of 
Taylor University, compared edu-
cating youth to the task of the bibli-
cal prophet Nehemiah. The problem 
of the Old Testament prophet was 
clearing away rubble before rebuild-
ing the walls of Jerusalem. Similarly, 
Kesler listed several kinds of "rub-
bish" that clutter the lives of young 
people in the church today—super-
naturalism, "me-ism," apathy, and a 
distorted view of love and sex. 
He further observed that today's 
youth will be the first American gen-
eration forced to settle for less than 
what their parents had. Kesler also 
believes that youth do not fear to-
morrow, they simply fear there won't 
be a tomorrow at all. 
Jones calls for holiness 
In an address based on Jesus' 
words to the church in Ephesus 
recorded in the book of Revelation, 
Howard Jones, associate evangelist 
for the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Team, asked the evangelical gather-
ing Wednesday evening if they, like 
the biblical church, had "lost their 
first love." Said Jones, "We can be 
evangelical to the core and still have 
cold hearts." 
The evangelist encouraged pas-
tors to take uncompromising stands 
against sin and preach holiness. 
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"Let's be prophets of God, rather 
than puppets of men." 
The full auditorium of more than 
1,200 included many local evangeli-
cals who enthusiastically responded 
to evangelist Jones as well as to spe-
cial music provided by the Houghton 
College Choir. 
Thursday, March 5 
Melvin notes NAE's 
accomplishments 
NAE has made five major ac-
complishments in its 45-year history, 
noted executive director Dr. Billy A. 
Melvin in a Thursday morning ad-
dress to the association. These ac-
complishments have included: main-
taining evangelical unity, building 
cooperative ministries, informing and 
mobilizing evangelicals, taking our 
faith to the public arena, and con-
tinued fidelity to the word of God. 
Building upon this solid record of 
achievements, Melvin emphasized 
the need for evangelicals to force-
fully move ahead to new challenges. 
One such challenge is NAE's Peace, 
Freedom and Security Studies 
(PFSS) program. Through PFSS, 
the association seeks to prepare 
evangelicals for an educated entry 
into the public debate over Ameri-
ca's role in world affairs. 
To help NAE expand its minis-
tries, Melvin announced the Foun-
dation for Impact program through 
which the association seeks to raise 
more than $500,000. 
Besides Melvin's speech, the busi-
ness meeting included approving the 
various board members and officers 
of NAE, its affiliates, commissions 
and subsidiary corporation. 
Robertson invites evangelicals to 
take a stand 
Possible presidential candidate 
Pat Robertson, in a luncheon ad-
dress before the National Religious 
Broadcasters at the NAE conven-
tion, invited evangelicals present to 
join him in "taking a stand in this 
nation for the sake of what we 
believe." 
In an address decrying the remov-
al of Christian values from public 
education, Robertson insisted that 
"those of us who are theistic in our 
point of view, have no obligation 
whatsoever to dismantle our entire 
affirmation of faith in God for a tiny 
minority that believes in nothing." 
Though scheduled to deliver a 
speech entitled "The Role of Jesus 
Christ in Modern Society," Robert-
son changed his remarks in light of 
the March 4 court decision remov-
ing 44 text books from Alabama 
public schools. Those books, in the 
opinion of the Alabama court "work 
against Christian parents in teaching 
their children religion." 
Hatfield warns against 
'Christianizing' government 
"I'm flattered to see all of you," 
said U.S. Senator Mark Hatfield (R-
OR). "If I had the chance, I would 
have signed up for 'that other' lunch-
eon" (apparently referring to Robert-
son who spoke in the adjoining 
room). 
Hatfield told those attending 
NAE's Social Action Commission 
luncheon that in spite of all the tech-
nological and financial resources 
available to Christians today, "the 
moral underpinnings and values of 
our society face the greatest chal-
lenge of all time." 
He urged his listeners "to radically 
transform the environment in which 
God" places them, but warned 
against attempts to "Christianize" 
the institutions of government. Be-
fore his remarks, Hatfield received 
the Faithful Service Award from the 
Social Action Commission. 
Dr. Samuel Brubaker, Brethren 
in Christ physician from Arcanum, 
Ohio, chairs the Social Action Com-
mission and chaired this year's 
luncheon. 
Point/counterpoint presents 
views on capital punishment 
"How do we deal with people who 
break the law, and an innocent vic-
tim dies when the crime is commit-
ted?" asked Daniel W. Van Ness, 
president of Justice Fellowship. 
This question helped introduce 
the popular "Point/Counterpoint" 




cussion moderated by Van Ness 
entitled "Christian Perspectives on 
Capital Punishment," three distin-
guished evangelicals presented diver-
gent views of biblical teachings con-
cerning capital punishment. 
The three presenters were: Myron 
Augsburger, pastor of Washington 
Community Fellowship in Washing-
ton, D.C., and adjunct professor of 
theology at Eastern Mennonite 
Seminary; Carl F. H. Henry, lecturer-
at-large for World Vision Interna-
tional and founding editor of Chris-
tianity Today, and Lynn Buzzard, 
professor of constitutional law at 
Campbell University School of Law. 
Augsburger claimed that the 
Scriptures allow for blood-shedding 
of animals but not humans. He 
urged the government to forgo capi-
tal punishment in favor of "provid-
ing for rehabilitation of criminals," 
and "revising the country's penal 
system to provide justice for all." 
The motivation for punishment, 
he concluded, should be control, not 
revenge. "In other words," he said, 
"contain, don't destroy." 
Henry argued that "the govern-
ment has a moral imperative for cap-
ital punishment under very particu-
lar circumstances." Though admit-
ting that the Old Testament dis-
tinguishes various types of murders, 
and that alternatives are necessary in 
cases where psychological, sociolog-
ical, or neurological disorders might 
be present, Henry claimed that "no-
where does the Bible repudiate capi-
tal punishment for premeditated 
murder." 
Buzzard proposed more of a 
"middle-ground" stance, saying that 
capital punishment is neither man-
dated nor prohibited, but it is per-
mitted. He said that justice must be 
viewed in relative terms—"how does 
capital punishment fit into the over-
all perspective?" Attempting to 
answer that question, Buzzard said 
that the government "is no more a 
murderer when it practices capital 
punishment than it is a kidnapper 
when it imprisons someone, or a 
thief when it imposes fines." 
He warned, however, that "capital 
punishment should not become the 
[government's] contribution to to-
day's prevalence of violence." 
Peace, Freedom and Human Rights 
War has been the bane of the human race since the 
dawn of history. Only man's sinful nature can begin to 
explain the politics of the sword. 
Although most individuals yearn for peace, it seems 
as elusive as ever. In fact, war has become even more 
sinister because of twentieth century technology. Our 
choices, however, must not be limited to acquiescence 
to totalitarian power or life under the fear of nuclear 
destruction. We must search for achievable alterna-
tives to such stark ftitures. 
The National Association of Evangelicals has ad-
dressed the critical issues of peace and freedom. In 
1952 NAE asserted that the "American posture should 
be that of peace, righteousness, faith and freedom." In 
1979, NAE declared that "armed conflict and even 
mass destruction is increasing," and urged our govern-
ment to "exercise reasonable restraint in the produc-
tion and use of its military capability and to encourage 
other nations to do the same." 
Yet, evangelicals have not always given aggressive 
leadership in the debate over foreign and defense pol-
icy. Fortunately, that is changing. Through its Peace, 
Freedom and Security Studies program, NAE has 
developed a growing conviction that work for peace 
must be linked to advances in international human 
rights. Nations that do not respect the rights of their 
own people will not respect the rights of other nations. 
NAE, therefore, calls upon all Christians to fulfill 
their biblical responsibility to be peacemakers, and in 
so doing to avoid the most common errors of the 
political left—opposition only to American military 
power; and of the political right—support of all 
defense programs. 
We further call upon all Christians to fulfill their 
civic and moral obligations to support the social struc-
tures of freedom, especially religious freedom. In this 
regard, we also call upon the executive and legislative 
branches of our government to recognize the link 
between peace and human rights. We believe this 
consideration, coupled with the right of a free people 
to be secure, must underpin any arms control or other 
international agreements. 
Finally, because we recognize man's dismal record 
in the pursuit of peace, we call upon all Christians to 
raise their voices to the God of history in fervent 
prayers for peace and to commit themselves not to 
abandon the quest. 
Prayer for churches in Nicaragua 
The pleas of the evangelical churches in Nicaragua 
for prayer support have been heard. The tragic loss of 
religious liberty has made it extremely difficult for 
many Nicaraguan churches to fulfill their ministries. 
We are asked by Nicaraguan Christian brothers and 
sisters to join them in a world-wide campaign of 
prayer that will climax on October 12, 1987. They ask 
that we pray especially that freedom for all churches 
be restored, that radio stations with religious pro-
gramming be permitted to re-open and that permis-
sion be granted for church publications, now forbid-
den, to be published and mailed. 
Therefore, we call upon all Christians to join in 
prayer for the churches of Nicaragua and plan a Day 
of Prayer on October 12, 1987. 
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Zacharias urges a life of faith 
A stirring address by Ravi Zacha-
rias, an evangelist with the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance, capped the 
convention's closing banquet Thurs-
day. 
Using the Old Testament book of 
Habakkuk as an historical reference 
and prophetic warning, Zacharias 
underscored problems currently 
plaguing the United States and the 
world. With scores of statistics as 
proof, he declared that the U.S. is 
the most violent country in the world 
during the most violent century in 
history. He noted that with one of 
three pregnancies here ending in 
abortion, "the most dangerous place 
to be is in a mother's womb." 
Like in the days of Habakkuk, 
Zacharias said that injustice and 
compromised ethics characterize 
U.S. courtrooms, and that evil ap-
pears wherever one looks. He further 
claimed that "we are rebuilding a 
tower of Babel" through the univer-
sal language presented in television 
pictures. 
Zacharias presented an alterna-
tive to this gloomy picture by look-
ing to the Bible where God continu-
ally emphasizes, "the righteous shall 
live by faith," tracing the impact of 
those words on history through St. 
Paul, Martin Luther, and John Wes-
ley. • 
A declaration 
In 1942, God used some dedicated men and women 
to found the National Association of Evangelicals. 
Constituted as an association of evangelical denomi-
nations, churches, organizations and individuals, the 
first and most pressing theological commitment was 
that the Bible is the inspired, the only infallible, 
authoritative Word of God. 
Now that forty-five years have passed since the 
founding of NAE, it is appropriate that we declare 
where we stand to our constituency, to a younger 
generation, and to the world at large. We expect this 
declaration to influence our concerns, shape our poli-
cies, fashion our strategies and determine short and 
long-range goals. 
At the 45th annual convention, therefore, we renew 
our commitment to God and to one another and 
declare ourselves as follows: 
WE STAND . . . FOR the essentials of the Chris-
tian faith as expressed in our Statement of Faith— 
AGAINST the denial of God's Word as final author-
ity in religion, 
WE STAND . . . FOR the free exercise of religion— 
AGAINST state intervention in the affairs, gover-
nance, and hiring practices of churches and Christian 
organizations. 
WE STAND . . . FOR the sanctity of human life— 
AGAINST abortion, infanticide, euthanasia, and the 
general eradication of the unique God-given dignity 
and worth of all human beings. 
WE STAND . . . FOR pursuing renewal through 
commitment to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, the infill-
ing of the Holy Spirit for power, lives of sacrifice and 
separation from the sins of this world—AGAINST 
personal and structural injustice, whether it is reli-
gious, political, or economic. 
WE STAND . . . FOR the right to evangelize freely 
among all peoples—AGAINST any effort to deny 
individuals the right to adhere to and propagate the 
faith of their choice. 
WE STAND . . . FOR Christian education where 
the biblical world and life view is central—A GAINST 
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education that is intolerant of the Judeo-Christian 
tradition. 
WE STAND . . . FOR democracy based on the 
rights of all citizens—A GAINST racism and anti-
semitism anywhere, anytime. 
WE STAND . . . FOR strengthening marriage re-
lationships and the family as God's basic social unit— 
AGAINST the growing practice of divorce, premari-
tal and extramarital sex, and domestic abuse. 
WE STAND . . . FOR the pursuit of a pure and 
holy life—A GAINST homosexual and lesbian rela-
tionships, incest, prostitution, pornography in all 
forms, drug and alcohol abuse, Satanism, and 
materialism. 
WE STAND . . . FOR a vigorous prophetic wit-
ness by the Church to the State on clearly moral 
issues—A Gvl/./VSTpolicitizingthe Church orencour-
aging the Church to speak beyond its area of 
competence. 
WE STAND . . . FOR a generous response to the 
needs of the oppressed, poor, and hungry as acts of 
Christian compassion—AGAINST any liberation 
theology that advocates violent revolution and the 
ideological subversion of the Bible and basic Christian 
doctrines to Marxist dictates. 
WE STAND . . . FOR the support of religious lib-
erty around the globe, the legitimacy of all nations to 
provide for national security, and the non-violent reso-
lution of international conflict—AGAINST those 
voices on both the left and the right that would make 
churches and church organizations instruments of po-
litical activism with a primary commitment to a politi-
cal ideology. 
Having so declared, we now give ourselves to the 
fulfillment of this declaration to the glory of God the 
Father. We do so convinced of his help, guided by the 
Holy Scriptures and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 
"Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you 
completely; and may your whole spirit, soul and body 
be preserved blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ" (1 Thess. 5:23). 
I 
Make the most 
of your 
short term mission 
Brethren in Christ World Mis-
sions hopes to help provide financial 
assistance for 60 youth and young 
adults who this summer are going on 
a cross-cultural mission team. The 
following article will not only give 
them helpful suggestions for their 
term of service, but will also help us 
understand what they may expe-
rience and help us know how to pray 
for them. 
M Y great aunt went to Africa as a 
missionary on a steamboat. Every-
body in her generation who went 
overseas did it by boat. I guess that's 
the classic way to go. It almost seems 
like the biblical way to move out for 
mission work. Paul certainly did a 
lot of moving by boat. Even Jesus 
used boats to get around . . . and 
to preach from. 
One thing about missions in the 
steamboat era: people went for a life-
time or not at all. 
But today, for the most part, we 
fly to mission assignments. Almost 
any place on earth can be reached 
within a day or so by some kind of 
airplane. And air travel has opened 
up a new thing in missions: the short 
term. Now people can head overseas 
for two years, two months, or two 
weeks. 
There were early skeptics. You 
can understand why some mission 
leaders worried about fielding a 
horde of sunshine soldiers that get in 
the way for the summer and then go 
AWOL for life from missions. Their 
fears have been allayed a great deal 
by the outstanding performance of 
most short-termers. And most of the 
people leaving the homeshores for a 
lifetime have been overseas before. 
So even the most staid and tradi-
tional mission organizations have 
Steve Hawthorne has served briefly among 
the urban people of Thailand and Egypt, and 
plans to return to Asia to plant churches. He 
serves now as executive editor of World 
Christian Magazine, which you can receive 
for $12.00 a year (six issues), $18.00 o verseas. 
Write to World Christian Magazine, Box 
5199, Chatsworth, CA 91313. This article 
originally appeared in the 1986 edition of 
The Great Commission Handbook, 701 
Main St., Evanston, 1L 60202. 
realized that short terms are a great 
way to recruit new workers for the 
mission field. 
But short-term workers are a new 
and sometimes underused resource 
to missions. For the most part, folks 
underestimate what can be done 
during a short-term experience. Here 
are five action points that almost 
anyone on any short-term mission 
can do to maximize his or her entire 
expedition. 
Experience the culture 
of another people 
Guess who's shocking you with 
their culture? The people! Culture 
shock is really people shock. So 
don't hunker down and hide out in 
foxholes of American hotels to take 
cover from all the barrages of weird 
food, blaring traffic, and pestiferous 
kids. Get out of the trenches and 
love some people. If you withdraw 
from the people of the host culture, 
you might as well go home. 
Make it your plan to get to know 
some of the people as well as you 
can. You'll be frustrated with the 
language barrier. (Welcome to mis-
sions.) But don't let it stop you from 
using whatever silly gimmicks 
you can to befriend someone in that 
culture. It simply isn't possible to 
experience the culture without re-
lationships. It may cost you some 
pride and time, but don't fool your-
self into thinking that you know 
what it's like overseas just because 
adapted from an article by Steve Hawthorn 
you have physically been there. 
That's just plain old tourism. 
Don't hide in the confines of the 
church. Often the Christians consti-
tute a little subculture. Befriend a 
non-Christian. You might discover 
why there are so many of them. In 
the same way, get acquainted with a 
diversity of people and brackets of 
society. 
Let me warn you about going 
relational. You probably won't be 
overseas long enough to experience 
classic culture shock, but it's a dan-
gerous thing to truly begin to expe-
rience another culture. It sort of 
ruins you for the joy of profligate 
waste and the fun of unchecked 
individualism that we enjoy so much 
here at home. It can bother you to 
see how easily you forgot the weekly 
TV schedule. Having just the right 
kind of Topsider shoes or neckties 
the correct width becomes less im-
portant. And just for a moment, you 
can defy the gravity of your own 
culture and find yourself not caring 
if you ever top a hundred thousand 
dollars per year, or if you break a 
hundred thousand on the Ms. Pac-
Man game. What matters most is 
God's glory in a world of people. 
Cross-cultural experience helps 
you to put people over things, to 
value friendships over your own 
frustrations, to put your plans into 
God's hands. So I warn you. Watch 
out for true experience of other cul-
tures. It will irrevocably change you. 
16 Evangelical Visitor 
Explore the work 
of the missionary 
Most short terms are designed to 
get you exposed to what being a mis-
sionary is really like. That suits 
many short-termers, because that's 
why they have come. It's kind of 
hard trying to imagine yourself being 
a missionary if you have never seen 
one in action. 
Good luck watching missionaries. 
They are notoriously hard to view in 
action on the field actually doing 
missions labor. Instead of getting 
exposed to the work of the mission-
ary, many short-termers get exposed 
to the life of the missionary. 
So it's up to you to find out what 
these people really do. Inquire about 
their goals and how they know if 
they have reached them. Probe into 
their story, looking for the key fac-
tors of their success. Explore the 
non-Christian world; how do they 
perceive the missionary? 
Make sure you understand why 
the missionary does what he or she 
does before you get too judgmental. 
But, actually, you don't have to 
evaluate. Simply aim at getting a 
vision of what the missionary is try-
ing to do. Above all, pray with the 
missionaries to feel what is on their 
hearts. 
Extend the work 
of the gospel 
Almost any short term will en-
courage you to experience the cul-
ture and explore the missionary 
career. But few missions will go 
beyond these and deliberately en-
courage you to do significant evan-
gelism during your admittedly brief 
stay. 
Everyone knows that you will 
change more than the country will. 
But develop some goals of further-
ing the gospel while there. Don't 
plan on impacting an entire city or 
country during your stint overseas. 
Try praying for one or two people to 
make radical steps toward God's 
kingdom while you are there. Team 
up with the missionaries or with 
nationals. There's a lot you can do 
without the language in many 
situations. 
Your assignment may not be front-
line communicator. There are many 
ways to serve and push the whole 
gospel movement forward. But don't 
be content just to babysit or type or 
fix cars or paint buildings, even if the 
main reason for your coming over-
seas was to serve in those ways. Press 
for a way and some time to be 
involved in communicating God's 
love with someone who doesn't know 
him. 
Exchange insights, strengths, 
and love with 
national Christians 
Most short-termers eke out a cer-
tain modicum of bewildered respect 
for their national hosts. But a few 
break through their own shyness, 
busyness, or just plain prejudice, to 
interact with some of the finest dis-
ciples alive. These Christian leaders 
are often busier without showing it 
than you can imagine, so be careful 
with timing. 
Don't talk so much. Listen. Ex-
press interest in hearing their story, 
and the story of their family. Tell a 
few stories from your own expe-
rience and pretty soon you'll be trad-
ing insights and truths that will truly 
stretch you. Pray with your national 
co-workers. Take advantage of any 
chance to watch them minister to 
their own people. Sharing like this 
will widen your discipleship like few 
other relationships. 
Once again, let me warn you. 
Relationships like this could spoil 
you for the fun of squabbling over 
the non-essentials of the gospel back 
home. When acquainted with other 
expressions of the gospel, you can 
begin to see more clearly what is 
wine and what is wineskin. 
You will need to carefully select 
your mission for its goals, activities, 
and flexibility to do the best expe-
riencing, exploring, and exchanging. 
But regardless of the team you work 
with, it's up to you to make the most 
of it. 
Expose others to 
what God is doing 
It's commonly held that short 
terms are good "exposure" for 
would-be missionaries, so that they 
can get "exposed" to a cross-cultural 
environment. 
I think that some short-term mis-
sionaries ought to be apprehended 
for indecent exposure. I'm talking 
about the lousy job some of us do in 
exposing our own homeside churches 
to the needs and opportunities in the 
places that short-termers have been. 
How can churches ever become 
wholeheartedly motivated for the 
Great Commission unless they are 
challenged by their own people? 
Who can do it better than the short-
termer? 
If short-term experiences get 
locked in personal diaries, they are 
lost as challenges to the church. 
Every short-termer should leave 
home prepared, not just to report 
the travelogue and say a dutiful 
thank you, but to agitate on the 
grass roots level in the church for 
greater commitment to missions in 
general, and specifically to the par-
ticular needs and people visited by 
the short-termer. 
Maximize the potential of your 
short term. Stop treating it as if it 
were a private rite of passage. If you 
jump on a short term like a Disney-
land ride and passively wait to get 
"exposed" and "experienced," don't 
be surprised if you are disappointed. 
Mission commitment doesn't hap-
pen like getting a suntan. Don't go if 
you aren't ready for your life to 
change. And if you go, make it a 
worldchanger. • 
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Joe and Marietta Smith: 
Life at 
the margin 
> < i v " 
by Erma Sider 
"A marginal person—a person 
who in many ways does not fit 
anywhere—who finds that in a sense 
no matter where he is, he is not quite 
at home. In some ways none of us is 
ever fully assimilated to the culture 
to which we go to minister. Yet after 
awhile we do not quite fit our native 
culture either because we've been 
changed and influenced by our ex-
periences" (Roger Sider, Therefore, 
Nov./Dec. 1981). 
Written to describe the mission-
ary lifestyle, those words are particu-
larly applicable to Joseph B. and 
Marietta Smith, who have just com-
pleted 36 years of overseas partner-
ship with Brethren in Christ World 
Missions. 
Both Marietta and Joe came from 
strong missionary families. Joe was 
born and reared in India, the son of 
Brethren in Christ missionary pio-
neers Henry and Katie Smith. Mis-
sions was at the heart of the Mitchell 
family also where not only Marietta, 
but all the brothers and sisters, grew 
up to serve in a variety of overseas 
ministries. Following seminary and 
Joe's ordination, this young couple 
went to Bihar, India, in 1950 with 
Erma Sider and her husband, Harvey, 
spent 12 years as missionaries to India, 
where they became good friends with Joe 
and Marietta Smith. Now they live in Fort 
Erie. Ont., with Harvey serving as bishop of 
the Canadian Conference. 
Brethren in Christ World Missions. 
Here, while engaged in a teaching 
and discipling ministry, they reared 
their family of three: Judy (Mrs. 
Dana Crider, Woodstock School, 
India), Jay (with his wife, Judy, in 
Senegal), and Bonnie (Mrs. Randy 
Lutz, Arizona) with whom the mis-
sionary heritage continues. 
Returning from their first fur-
lough, Joe and Marietta requested 
permission to pursue a new assign-
ment in Delhi, the capital of India. 
Here in a university/cross-cultural 
milieu, they believed God was call-
ing them to disciple students. Work-
ing with Indian and international 
student engineers, nurses, doctors 
and others, they began to lay the 
groundwork for what became their 
lifework: "bringing a person into a 
new counter-culture of which Jesus 
Christ is Lord . . . we hold them 
accountable to Scripture and to pub-
lic confession, and to consistent 'eat-
ing' the Word of God" (Smiths' 
writing). 
Students of the Word and ob-
servers of culture are notable charac-
teristics of these two "marginal peo-
ple." Indeed, it was in the Word of 
God that Joe and Marietta found 
their own cultural base. As they 
wrote in a recent information piece, 
"God, himself, gives us the patterns 
for relationships, for our lifestyle, 
for ways of thinking, for the way we 
come to the Truth." Working out 
this Truth in today's thought forms 
and under God's authority has 
brought an ever-widening circle of 
students to the Smiths. 
From the sixties and up into the 
eighties, world travellers—seekers 
after eastern truth and wisdom— 
began the long trek to India. Young 
people from the East and West, the 
inquiring, the drug addicts, the well-
to-do and the penniless, from many 
countries and in many conditions, 
came to the Smiths' home and to the 
Delhi Student Centre. Here in this 
off-campus site, Joe and Marietta 
developed their study and dialogue 
pattern. Their purpose was to extend 
friendship to people desperately in 
need of social support and at the 
same time to confront thinking 
young people with the truth and 
relevance of Jesus Christ for today's 
problems. The supervised Study 
Centre, along with the mountain-
top home, Pennington, provided the 
setting to "look at today's issues 
against the backdrop of Scripture." 
And the young people were wel-
comed not only to the Centre, but to 
the Smiths' home and hearts as well. 
As one of their friends wrote, people 
mattered to them as persons, not 
merely as "souls." How they shared 
their home with all, yet managed to 
retain some sense of normal family 
life, is a marvel to many. Their chil-
dren were purposefully nurtured, 
their family helpers thoughtfully 
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Joe and Marietta Smith (seated on 
the left) and a few of their interna-
tional friends in Delhi, India. 
cared for . The fr iend went on to say, 
"This home is an encounter ground, 
of ten a battlefield, where young peo-
ple come to grips with the reality of 
God's t ru th" (Westerduin, Evangeli-
cal Visitor, May 10, 1981). H u m a n -
ism, existentialism, secularism, and 
nihilism, the refugee of youth today, 
are shown to be only par t - t ruth 
against the light of God's t ruth. 
This intense life of giving oneself 
completely to the Lord, vulnerably 
and yet enthusiastically, has high 
points and low, successes and fail-
ures. Fai thfulness, integrity and dis-
cipl ine . . . salt , l ight, a n d new 
wine . . . are words that come to 
mind when describing the Smiths. 
But back to those "marginal peo-
ple." Dur ing 36 years in India, Joe 
and Marie t ta Smith lived life on the 
margin, the cut t ing edge, life where 
the act ion is. Dr . Sider wrote, "Life 
on the margin can be a life of rare 
oppor tun i ty to make a difference, to 
have impact , to be effective and to be 
affected in return. To live at the 
margin is to be truly alive and vital as 
Jesus Christ was." W h o could ever 
count the people whose lives have 
been intercepted by Jesus Christ 
th rough the ministry of the Smiths? 
And what of the future? Retire-
ment? A recent letter noted, "We will 
keep on course and finish the race, 
being held accountable to a high 
calling." • 
od at work in our world 
Observing principles 
Phil and Elaine Thuma—Macha Hos-
pital, Zambia 
Our hospital staff community has 
prayers each Sunday evening. Last Sun-
day we had a good discussion led by 
Gracious Simwanza, our lab assistant. 
We talked about principles: where or 
how do they originate; what happens 
when our principles and those of others 
in our community do not mesh; how do 
we act/react when our principles are 
violated by others; is there ever a time to 
drop our principles; etc. There was a lot 
of sharing and good thought and discus-
sion. We feel very fortunate to live here 
with so many brothers and sisters in 
Christ with such a degree of spiritual 
maturity. Continue to pray for this 
community as we live and work so 
closely, that we will continue to show 
Christ's love to one another and live in 
peace and harmony. 
Hardship? No, privilege! 
Doug and Christy Gettle—Zimbabwe 
People have written telling us what a 
terrible hardship it must be to live here 
without all the trappings of modern civ-
ilization which we have come to con-
sider essential. Perhaps it is just the 
opposite—there are greater problems in 
America, especially in raising children. 
We let Morgan, AVi years old, roam 
freely around here without fear of being 
struck down by some drunken driver, 
offered candy by some stranger or drugs 
by a pusher. Good imaginations are all 
the children need to find things to enter-
tain themselves. And not having a Beta-
max . . . well, we have lots of books. 
Living in a foreign place and in another 
culture is not so difficult. Rather it is a 
challenge and a broadening experience. 
And working hand in hand with broth-
ers and sisters in Christ in another land 
is a privilege, not a sacrifice. We do miss 
our families and friends, and this has 
been one of the hardest parts of leaving 
home, but it is eased by your letters and 
occasional phone calls. 
Progress at the hospital in 1986 was 
mostly forward. We gained one R.N., 
Sr. Mabandla, who has fit in quite well 
here. The new truck has made life much 
easier for us. And the larger generator 
enables us to operate the X-ray machine. 
Unfortunately, we are not using it yet as 
the radiologist in Bulawayo is afraid to 
come to Phumula. We had been waiting 
almost two months before finding this 
out! So last month, when we were in 
town, Christy got a few lessons on X-ray 
operation. 
During 1986, the hospital expanded 
its immunization clinics to two addi-
tional locations—one intended primar-
ily to serve Bushman families. These 
people are not the well-known Bushmen 
of Botswana's Khalahari, but they are 
similar in many ways. They avoid mix-
ing with other people, so this clinic was 
set up primarily for them. The deacon at 
Phumula is a Bushman, so he helps with 
getting information out and helping to 
Silver Anniversary Celebration 
Choma Secondary School 
Choma Secondary School is planning a 25th anniversary celebra-
tion for August 8, 1987. The school is inviting all former teachers, 
students, administrators, and others who have been in some way 
associated with the school to attend the celebration. 
The school will provide transportation for all international visitors 
from either Lusaka or Victoria Falls to the school, and will take care 
of accommodations and meals for these visitors during this time. 
Persons interested in attending should please contact: 
Rosemary Maddux, chairperson 
Silver Anniversary Committee 
Choma Secondary School 
P.O. Box 630139 
Choma, Zambia 
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organize the clinic. These are part of one 
of the "hidden people groups," and the 
Brethren in Christ Church has a unique 
opportunity—or should 1 say responsi-
bility—to share the gospel with them. At 
the present time, however, there is no 
organized outreach to them. Please pray 
that the gospel will be presented in their 
own language to the Bushmen of 
Zimbabwe. 
Our Theological Education by Exten-
sion program for local pastors is inching 
its way toward implementation. Some 
of the course materials have been mimeo-
graphed and handed out at a leaders' 
retreat last month. But David Ndlovu 
will not be able to begin teaching for a 
few months yet. The Lord's pace seems 
to be slower in Africa than back home. 
"The picture came through strong-
ly of missions as 99 people carrying 
the light end of the log, and only one 
person on the heavy end." "Dr. Cole 
gave us the vision of the 'higher call-
ing' of the missionary. It is not an 
inferior position, but one for which 
God can use our very best people, 
and our highest professionals." "It 
was impossible to describe the con-
ference; you had to participate to 
know how great it was." 
These are some of the reactions to 
the Hollowell Brethren in Christ 
Church Missions Conference held 
March 15-22 in Waynesboro, Pa. 
The long line of missionary guests 
included Ray and Darlyss Kipe, 
Zambia; Rudy Nilsen, regional direc-
tor of SIM (formerly Sudan Interior 
Missions), serving mainly in South 
America and Africa; Ed and Nellie 
Schuit, African Inland Missions; Pete 
and Mim Stern, Zambia and Zim-
babwe; Mrs. Avery Zook, Brethren 
in Christ Sewing Auxiliary; Bob and 
Anna Atwood, Central America; 
Ellis and Ruth Brotzman, Greater 
Europe Mission; Greg Garman and 
Jim Roberts, CBM Ministries (Camp 
Joy-El); and Dr. Donald C. Cole, 
radio pastor for Moody Bible 
Institute. 
In short, there was something to 
motivate and inspire almost every 
conference attender. The Atwoods 
("Chief Eagle Feathers" and "Sing-
ing Heart") led the children's pro-
gram. The youngsters were given 
God is patient and we are learning to 
trust his divine timing. 
Ndola news 
Rich and Kathy Stuebing—Zambia 
George Chanda has joined Howard 
Sikwela and Jacob and Rose Mathe as 
Brethren in Christ students at the Theo-
logical College of Central Africa, and 
his influence is supplementing theirs in 
the Ndola Brethren in Christ Church as 
well. He is particularly concerned for the 
youth, and is helping with the youth 
Sunday school class started by Rose 
Mathe. As they with Rich regularly 
preach and serve on church committees, 
we sense a deepening spiritual commit-
ment in many of our people. The Sun-
"passports" in which they pasted their 
own picture. They worked to learn 
verses and then received foreign (can-
celled) stamps as they earned points 
for recitation and attendance. All of 
the missionaries were asked for their 
autograph which they signed next to 
their typed name on the passport. 
The youth department created ban-
ners which were bold, bright, and 
creative. These were hung in the au-
ditorium prior to the conference. All 
of the missionaries were impressed 
with the creativity and messages of 
the banners. Other opportunities in-
cluded several special interest ses-
sions, music with the Sterns, a film 
"Second Step" about summer ser-
vice, a ladies' brunch, and an opening 
flag and banner parade. 
The offering project was to raise 
$2,000 toward sending a group of 
twelve Hollowell people (teens and 
adults) to Jamaica to conduct a VBS 
this summer. More than $2,100 was 
raised, $400 from banks distributed 
some weeks earlier for collection of 
loose change. 
Rudy Nilsen concluded the con-
ference wiht the challenge, "Launch 
Out into the Deep." One attender 
commented, "We had missionaries 
from many different organizations. 
But all said the same thing—the 
world is needy." Another person con-
cluded, " 'Here I Am, Send Me' for 
the first time became possible in the 
thinking of many people." 
reported by Nancy Byers 
day school classes for all ages are well 
attended, and several Zambian ladies 
team teach the large children's class with 
Kathy. 
The level of stewardship also reflects 
the people's deeper commitment to the 
Lord. Our congregational income for 
1986 was 148 percent above the figure 
for 1985. Praise the Lord with us! 
It seems to all of us that a church 
building would aid us in outreach as well 
as in various church activities, but we 
also face the problem of getting land on 
which to build. Please pray with us that 
we will soon be allocated a suitable plot. 
We are keenly aware of our depend-
ence upon the Lord through prayer as 
we work here. Thank you for standing 
with us in this work through your pray-
ers and support. We hope we have also 




The ministry which I have under-
taken to international university stu-
dents has started well, by God's grace. 
At present I minister to 40 to 50 stu-
dents on Delhi University campus three 
Sundays a month. Some of the students 
at this non-Christian college are on fire 
for the Lord and share Christ through-
out the week with their friends and 
classmates. Twice a week we have Bible 
studies with two different groups to dis-
ciple the believers. Once a week I visit 
the students in their hostels (dorms). 
On alternate Sundays we have a get-
together of students in our home. At this 
time my wife, Janet, is able to get 
involved with them. In the last two ses-
sions, we spent time planning for the 
whole year. Students gave us 28 topics, 
and I quote some: entertainment and the 
young believer; forgiveness and the root 
of bitterness; should a Christian listen to 
secular music; spiritual gifts; why a lot of 
young people commit suicide; how to 
know God's plan; how to reach the 
Hindu or the Muslim; etc. They are 
eager to learn and we desire to teach. 
Once a year Janet and students wish to 
put on a play for the glory of God, based 
on Scripture. We will call it Scripture 
Alive. 
Pray for students witnessing on the 
campus as they face persecution. 
(Alex Singh worked with Joe and 
Marietta Smith in their ministry to 
international students at Delhi Univer-
sity. Now Alex continues the ministry. 
He counts on our prayer support.) • 
"You just had to participate.. 
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Perspectives 
Challenging evil 
with the way of Christ: 
Opposing apartheid in South Africa 
. reported by Harriet Bicksler 
When Allen Boesak, a pastor and 
executive in the Dutch Reformed 
Church in South Africa and co-
founder of the United Democratic 
Front in that country, spoke against 
apartheid at Messiah College in 
March, Dr. Doug Jacobsen intro-
duced him by reminding the audience 
of "the beam that is in our own eye." 
Referring to the history of white 
America's cruelty toward Native 
Americans and blacks, Jacobsen 
noted that the sins of South Africa 
are also the sins of America, and we 
need to listen in that spirit of humil-
ity to what someone from South 
Africa has to say. 
While he was at Messiah College 
for the Second Annual Lectures on 
Religion and Society on March 5 
and 6, I heard Boesak speak twice. 
In the first session—a chapel service 
in which he was presented with the 
Messiah College Distinguished Pub-
lic Service Award—Boesak preached 
what many would consider a "good 
Anabaptist sermon." He declared 
that "Christians today have purpose-
ly misunderstood the Bible so that 
we can go on with our military prep-
arations and seek justification from 
a book that offers no justification at 
all." 
He wondered about how many 
Christians in the rich Western world 
really know what it means to take up 
the cross and follow Jesus. In South 
Africa, he said, genuine reconcilia-
tion will have economic and political 
consequences because "there is no 
such thing as cheap grace, cheap 
reconciliation, cheap repentance." Ac-
cusing the Dutch Reformed Church 
Harriet Bicksler is a member of the Board 
for Brotherhood Concerns of the Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
in South Africa of establishing a sys-
tem of apartheid and then develop-
ing a theology to justify it, Boesak 
isn't appeased by the church's admis-
sion that apartheid was a "mistake." 
"Three hundred and fifty years of 
slavery and degradation, and apar-
theid is a mistake and not a siriF 
Boesak asked incredulously. 
The second session was billed as a 
"lecture to inform about South 
Africa." Boesak gave a brief histori-
cal overview, noting that in 1948, the 
white Dutch Reformed Church 
adopted the policy of apartheid as 
the policy of the state. The church 
developed a "theology of apartheid," 
and, "in the name of Jesus," black 
families have been denationalized, 
broken up, and hungry, and adults 
and children have been consistently 
and systematically killed. "In the 
name of Jesus, the name of Jesus is 
being betrayed." 
Describing the apparently unsuc-
cessful attempts at nonviolent pro-
test by South African blacks against 
centuries of slavery, discrimination 
and apartheid, Boesak concluded 
that there is no room left for nonvio-
lent protest. Because every nonvio-
lent effort has ended in a massacre, 
especially of children, Boesak feels 
that he can no longer accept respon-
sibility for black children being killed 
in nonviolent protests. Having said 
that, and coming close to advocating 
or at least condoning violence, 
Boesak seemed to sense his own 
dilemma. "What is to be done?" he 
asked, when nonviolence doesn't 
seem to be working, yet when he still 
believes in discipleship even if it 
means suffering, in overcoming evil 
with good, and in the fact that what-
ever happens, the Lordship of Christ 
will assert itself. 
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I left with many unanswered ques-
tions. Does the apparent lack of suc-
cess of nonviolence justify resorting 
to violence? What are effective solu-
tions to an extremely complex situa-
tion? Do economic sanctions and 
divestments help or hurt black South 
Africans? What about charges that 
blacks could not govern effectively 
because of all the tribal conflicts that 
the abolition of apartheid wouldn't 
begin to solve? Has the process of 
dismantling apartheid already be-
gun, as some sources claim, and 
therefore, do blacks just need to be 
patient for awhile longer? 
Perhaps, however, these are ques-
tions borne out of North American 
arrogance. When I am disturbed by 
what seems to me to be a too-easy 
acquiesence on Boesak's part to the 
inevitability and appropriateness of 
violence as a means of achieving an 
end to apartheid, I remind myself 
that I've never really had my nonvio-
lent convictions put to the test. I am 
convicted by Boesak's charge of 
hypocrisy against many Christians 
who out of one side of their mouths 
criticize South African blacks for 
resorting to violence and out of the 
other side declare their own trust in 
their nation's military strength. 
Before I went to the first session, 
someone cautioned me to listen for 
both sides of the issue. I don't think I 
heard both sides, and I would have 
liked to, but on the other hand, does 
the Botha government always tell us 
both sides? Does the United States 
government always tell us both sides? 
At the end, Boesak spoke of his 
eight-year-old son (the same age, 
incidentally, as my own son), who if 
he comes to speak at Messiah Col-
lege years hence will not speak of the 
horrors of which his father spoke— 
because, by then, "this cancer will be 
cleansed." He asserted his convic-
tion that he would have given up 
long ago, "if it were not for the 
knowledge and certainty that God's 
purpose will work out." Toward that 
end, he called on Christians to work 
for justice in South Africa and to 




The Air Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., 
recently participated in a work day at the MCC 
Center in Ephrata. Clyde Meadows spoke in reviv-
al services Apr. 8-15. • The quarterly M P F service 
was held April 1 for the Big Valley congregation, 
Belleville, Pa., with Fannie Longenecker speaking 
about Senegal. • Mar. 15 was Youth Day for the 
Canoe Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa. 
Hap Ritchey, blind announcer for radio station 
WJSM, spoke in the evening service. • The Car-
lisle, Pa., congregation enjoyed a young artists 
recital on Mar. 22. The congregation hosted the 
Regional Conference rally and meeting on April 3, 
4. 
Mar. 29, Rally Day at the Cedar Grove church, 
Mifflintown, Pa., was preceded by a month of 
calls to awareness, prayer, and commitment to the 
growth of the Sunday school. The quiz team 
placed second at their first meet. Sherri Peachey 
was second high scorer. • On Mar. 29-April 5, the 
Chambersburg, Pa., congregation viewed the Dob-
son films, "Turn Your Heart Toward Home" dur-
ing their Family Life Conference. Child evange-
lism personnel held children's classes. • The Clear 
Creek congregation, Everett, Pa., had theirannual 
hymn sing on April 5. A spring revival with Lee 
Ritchey was April 5-12. 
A Christian Passover service, complete with a 
meal with Jewish dishes and communion, was 
held April 5 by the Dillsburg, Pa., congregation. • 
On April 25, the annual walk-a-thon for the Chris-
tian School Scholarship Fund was planned by the 
Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. • A 
family night at the Y.M.C.A. was planned for 
Mar. 20 by the Five Forks congregation, Waynes-
boro. Eber and Ruth Dourte were guests on Mar. 
22, speaking in Sunday school, morning worship, 
and an after-lunch session. • Bishop Alderfer 
preached the morning message Mar. 15 at the 
Locust Grove church, York, Pa. The congregation 
cooperated with two local churches in the recently 
showing of a Dobson film series. 
Rev. and Mrs. Charles Lehman of the Paxton 
Street Home shared with the Martinsburg, Pa., 
congregation in early March. • Five persons were 
baptized recently at the Mechanicsburg, Pa., 
church. • The Messiah Village congregation, 
Mechanicsburg, recently viewed the film "Journey 
of Life." A representative f rom the Pennsylvania 
Council on Alcohol Problems spoke Mar. 15. • 
The Montgomery congregation, Mercersburg, Pa., 
planned an Easter sunrise breakfast. The Morley 
Family Singers were guests on April 26. • Two 
members were received in March into the Morn-
ing Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin, Pa. 
The cantata "Alive!" was planned for April 26. 
On March 15. the Kid's Khoir of the New Guil-
ford congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., presented 
"Kids Praise 3," a musical about basic family prin-
ciples. • The South Mountain Chapel congrega-
tion, Chambersburg, Pa., conducted the total 
worship service on Mar. 22 at the Mt. Rock 
church, Shippensburg, Pa. The Mt. Rock congre-
gation then entertained the sister church with a 
carry-in meal. • The Van Lear congregation, Wil-
liamsport, Md., hosted Bishop Kipe for revival 
meetings, April 16-19. • The West Shore congre-
gation, Enola, Pa., initiated the G R A D E program 
in February. The congregation had a "Good 
Neighbor Celebration" from Mar. 29-April 29, 
seven special services and activities with an out-
reach emphasis. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Community Bible Chapel congregation, 
Sarasota, Fla., reports having "Friends Sunday" 
once a month which includes a meal and fellow-
ship time. The Men's Fellowship recently pre-
sented a series of film strips concerning visitation 
and outreach. • Speakers for the Atlantic Regional 
Conference held Mar. 27-28 at the Conoy church, 
Elizabethtown, Pa., were Kenneth Engle, Eduardo 
Llanes, Naomi Stambaugh, Omer King, and John 
Byers. • The Cross Roads congregation, Mount 
Joy, Pa., sponsored a half day of prayer on April 
5. It included a sack lunch and time of instruction 
and encouragement preceding prayer. A witness 
workshop began in mid-March. 
Ruth Dourte was resource person for the over-
night "get away weekend" May 8-9 for the Eliza-
bethtown, Pa., women. • Andrea Hoke presented 
a missions challenge to youth in the morning ser-
vice Mar. 8 at the Fairland church, Cleona, Pa. 
Six members were received that day, two by bap-
tism. • The Free Grace congregation, Millersburg, 
Pa., honored Earl and Marie Gantz on Mar. 29 for 
their 36 years of ministry as deacon couple. A 
plaque was presented and a dinner was held in 
their honor. 
Rev. Paul Cedar recently led the Hershey, Pa., 
congregation in a series of mid-week meetings on 
aspects of witnessing. A deacon election was Mar. 
29. • At the Hummelstown, Pa., church, the Cecil 
Crider memorial fund was used to purchase a 
movie projector. Bishop Byers spoke to the con-
gregation on Mar. 22. • Terry Brensinger, Old 
Testament specialist at Messiah College, spoke 
Mar. 29 to the Lancaster, Pa., congregation. Toni 
Anderson of the Georgia church planting sang. • 
Coping with stress was the topic of a Mar. 14 
seminar at the Manor church, Mountville, Pa. 
Durant Kreider spoke to the Mt. Pleasant con-
gregation on Mar. 8 concerning missions in the 
Yukon and the Philippines. • The May 9 mother-
daughter banquet at the Palmyra, Pa., church 
featured a group called "Puppet Praise." • The 
Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa., is attempt-
ing a host family program which entails having 
one family per Sunday prepared to invite visiting 
persons home for lunch. • Rev. and Mrs. Jeffrey 
Harlow were installed Mar. 4 as pastoral couple at 
the Perkiomen Valley church, Collegeville, Pa. 
They have most recently been church planters in 
Atlanta, Ga. Dr. and Mrs. David Leaman were 
speakers at a Mar. 13-15 church retreat at Ken-
brook Camp. 
Members of the Refton, Pa., congregation 
managed the sub stand at the MCC Relief Sale in 
Harrisburg on April 3,4. An evening service April 
26, "Youth with a Mission," featured those going 
into summer service and the Shine Down Singers. 
• On April 5, the Christ's Crusaders of the Shenks 
congregation, Elizabethtown, Pa., sponsored an 
evening program by Brent Young entitled, "1, 
Paul." 
On Mar. 8, the Speedwell Heights quiz team. 
Lititz, Pa., traveled to Refton for a meet, then 
back home to quiz the Speedwell Old Timers. • On 
Mar. 18, guest Patrolman Shaffer shared with the 
Stowe, Pa., congregation his testimony, his work, 
and his community concerns on the topic, "How 
to Pray for the Police."* Karen Brubaker recently 
presented the new missions slide program, "Minis-
tering to International Students" to the Summit 
View congregation, Gordonville, Pa. Also viewed 
were slides of g roundbreak ing and General 
Conference. 
Canadian Conference 
Moses Munsaka, f rom Sikalonga, Zambia, 
ministered to the Bertie, Ont., congregation on 
Mar. 8. • On April 12, students and staff of Timber 
Bay Children's Home visited the Bridlewood 
church, Agincourt, Ont., to give a program. In 
return, the congregation shared with them needed 
money and supplies. • The Cheapside congrega-
tion, Nanticoke, Ont., has decided to expand their 
parking space to an area across the street f rom the 
church. The Christ Crusaders and youth presented 
the evening service on Mar. 29. 
Lome Ruegg spoke to the Cross Roads Memo-
rial congregation on April 5 representing Camp 
Kahquah. • Spirit Song from Central Pentecostal 
College sang in the Mar. 22 morning service at the 
Delisle, Sask., church. • Guests Don and Millie 
Ressler with Central Alaskan Missions recently 
presented interesting messages to the Heise Hill 
congregation, Gormley, Ont. On Mar. 15. the 
congregation hosted Bridlewood for a joint hymn 
sing. Charles Norman spoke in Holy Week ser-
vices. • Members of Gideons International spoke 
to the Kindersley, Sask., congregation on Mar. 8 
expressing thanks for their opportunity to supply 
Bibles in various public places. 
The North East Community youth group, Cal-
gary, Alb., met to view and discuss Christian 
videos in mid-March. Eleven members were re-
ceived on Mar. 22. A Friendship Seminar was 
planned for April 1, 8, 22. • On Mar. 9. Robin 
Collinson shared with the Knit and Sew group of 
the Oak Ridges congregation, Richmond Hill, 
Ont., about her work at a store selling items made 
by psychiatric patients. A homecoming gospel 
sing was held Mar. 26. • A "Spring Forth" Sunday 
school campaign was held Mar. 1-April 19 by the 
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation. Some activi-
ties were Balloon Day, Grandparent 's Day, and a 
pancake breakfast. Lynn Mater recently showed 
slides of her Venezuela trip. 
The Prince Albert, Sask., congregation has 
been studying the G R A D E ministry training pro-
gram throughout the latter part of winter. A new 
member was received Mar. 1. A Sunday school 
staff appreciation dinner was also held in March. • 
The men of the Ridgemount congregation, Hamil-
ton, Ont., served Easter breakfast to the congrega-
tion after a sunrise service. • A Christian Fellow-
ship Banquet catered by the youth was enjoyed by 
the Sherkston, Ont., congregation on Mar. 7. 
Music was by Christie Gooderham, and the mes-
sage by Ron Lofthouse. "Discipline" and "How to 
Compete with TV" were Sandi Hannigan's topics 
for a Mar. 31 teacher training seminar. 
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Bishop Swalm celebrates 
90th birthday 
Sunday, January 25, was a significant day in the 
life of the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church when 
approximately 125 friends and church people 
gathered for a dinner to celebrate the 90th birth-
day of Bishop E. J. Swalm. The bishop emeritus, 
whose life and ministry have 
touched so many lives, was in 
excellent health. There were 
well wishes from a variety of 
sources—including local poli-
ticians and clergy—who have 
shared in the inspiration of 90 
years well lived. 
One outstanding feature of 
the day was a birthday cake designed by Dorothy 
Baker with a replica of the 108-year-old brick 
church, a sleigh carrying the Swalm family, and a 
cutter portraying a mode of transportation from 
the past. A quartet sang "The Old Country 
Church." To show the degree of esteem Bishop 
Swalm was held in the church and community, he 
received 345 birthday cards and well wishes. 
—June Cober, Stayner congregation 
On Mar. 8, Ray Priddle and musicians from 
Emmanuel Bible College visited the Springvale 
congregation, Waterford, Ont. • Approximately 
250 young people attended a winter youth retreat 
at the Stayner, Ont., church. Randy Buck from St. 
Catharines was speaker. Attendance in Sunday 
morning worship was 419. • The Wainfleet, Ont., 
congregation hosted Regional Conference April 3, 
4. • The Westheights congregation. Kitchener, 
Ont., cooperated with the Hazelglen Missionary 
Alliance Church to sponsor a Dobson film series. 
Central Conference 
A northeast Ohio churches singspiration was 
enjoyed on Mar. 29 at the Amherst church, Mas-
sillon, Oh. The Sippo Valley congregation joined 
Amherst for an Easter sunrise service and break-
fast. • Rev. Simon Lehman, Jr., conducted revival 
services Mar. 7-15 with the Bethel congregation, 
Merrill, Mich. • The Bethel Community church 
board, Cassopolis, Mich., had a retreat on Mar. 7 
under the direction of pastor, Curtis Link. New 
goals and programs for church growth were set 
into motion. New insights were gained through the 
Holy Spirit and the power of prayer. 
Slides of the Holy Land were viewed at a Mar. 
28 prayer breakfast at the Beulah Chapel church, 
Springfield, Oh. The Anthony Campolo film ser-
ies "Who Switched the Price Tags?" was started on 
Mar. 29. • Former pastoral couple C. R. and 
Geneva Nissly were honored on Mar. 8 in the 
morning service of the Christian Union congrega-
tion, Garrett, Ind. They continued to worship with 
and serve the congregation for many years after 
leaving the pastorate. They have taken residence in 
Florida. • The Fairview congregation, Engle-
wood. Oh., spent the evening of April 5 hearing 
Central Conference reports and evaluating their 
small group ministries. 
The Highland congregation, West Milton, Oh., 
experienced a Seder meal on Maundy Thursday. 
The Robert Sterling cantata, "The Cross Road" 
was sung on Easter morning. • The gospel trio 
"Anointed" was in concert Mar. 15 at the Lake-
view Community church, Goodrich, Mich. The 
film "Step Over the Edge" was viewed Mar. 22. • 
The Mooretown congregation, Sundusky, Mich., 
hosted a community Lenten service on Mar. 29. • 
The Morrison, 111., congregation recently baptized 
three persons and received two members. Lay 
evangelism teams began going into the community 
in March. 
A father-daughter banquet was held for the 
Nappanee, Ind., congregation on April 10. • 
"Friends Are Good Medicine" was Linda Davis' 
topic for the Pleasant Hill, Oh., congregation's 
mother-daughter banquet on May 3. Aubrey and 
Lois Haines celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary with an open house Mar. 29. Mr. and Mrs. 
Haines were married Easter Sunday in 1937 at 
Lois' home. Aubrey served as deacon for 29 years. 
Hosting the celebration were their children, Joe of 
Phillipsburg, N.J., Jesse of Grand Junction, Colo., 
and Faithe Dourte of Dillsburg, Pa. 
Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Haines 
Excellent preparation was done by the Union 
Grove congregation. New Paris, Ind., for the April 
3-5 Michiana missions conference. It included an 
all-nighter for teens and a full day of Saturday 
activities. • The Valley Chapel congregation, Mas-
sillon. Oh., hosted a ladies retreat Mar. 14 with 
Grace Holland speaking on the theme "Reach In, 
Reach Out." • Four persons were baptized Mar. 
15 by the Western Hills congregation, Cincinnati, 
Ohio. • Sparta, Tenn. was the location of the 
Central Conference, Mar. 20-21, hosted by the 
DeRossett, Pomeroy Chapel, and Rolling Acres 
congregations. 
Midwest Conference 
Roy Sider brought the message "World Chris-
tians Unite!" at the Dallas Center, la., church on 
March. 22. Warren Hoffman led Sunday school 
on "So How Do I Interpret the Bible?" The con-
gregation reports a 25.9 percent increase in Sun-
day school attendance in 1986—second largest in 
the conference. • The youth of the Mountain View 
congregation, Colorado Springs, Colo., had a 
roller skating party on Mar. 15. The congregation 
received coin bags and ties for a "Thirty Pieces of 
Silver" Easter offering. The goal was $2,000. • On 
Mar. 25-April 8, Aaron Stern challenged the Oak 
Park congregation, Des Moines, Iowa, with 
church growth meetings. 
The Oklahoma City, Okla., women recently 
studied "Women Who Believed God" on Thurs-
day mornings. The children of the congregation 
presented the Easter musical, "Have You Heard 
the Good News?" • On Mar. 8 the Rosebank 
congregation, Hope, Ks., had an afternoon meet-
ing with Lester and Winifred Ewy, MCC farm 
community issues coordinators. They spoke and 
showed a video about how to cope with the 
stresses of farming. • The Zion congregation, Abi-
lene, Ks., participated in the Mid-Kansas MCC 
Relief Sale at Hutchinson, April 10-11. 
Pacific Conference 
The Alta Loma congregation, Rancho Cuca-
monga, Calif., hosted Regional Conference, Mar. 
6-7. • On April 9, the Glendora congregation, San 
Dimas, Calif., started its third house church. The 
congregation is still seeking a permanent meeting 
place. Bob Stebbing has been approved as part-
time administrator helping with the volunteer min-
istry program. • The Snyder evangelism team min-
istered Mar. 15-18 to the Moreno Community 
congregation, Moreno Valley, Calif. Canadian 
musician Montique Tute ministered in morning 
and evening services on Mar. 29. 
The Ontario, Calif., congregation had an Easter 
brunch and egg hunt, followed by a worship cele-
bration. Installation of associate pastor Rick 
Stapp was scheduled for May 3. • Rev. Gordon E. 
Jaffe. minister with the Evangelical Church of 
North America, brought the morning message 
Mar. 8 to the Pacific Highway Community 
church, Salem, Ore. 
On April 17, children of the Riverside, Calif., 
congregation scheduled a hike up Mt. Rubidoux. 
On April 18, 3-5 year olds enjoyed a "Jesus Lives 
Celebration." • Dale Shaw spoke to the Upland, 
Calif., congregation on Mar. 15 on evangelism 
and church growth. The occasion of his visit was 
to help consider the planting of a daughter church. 
• The southern California women's retreat was 
April 24-26 at Mile High Pines Campground. 
Marilyn Heavilin spoke on "Roses in December." 
Other activities included a silent auction with pro-
ceeds going to Heaven's Gate women's shelter in 
San Francisco. 
For the Record 
Births 
Allen: Sean Michael Allen. Mar. 8; Tim and 
Shelli Allen, Dallas Center congregation, Iowa. 
Blouse: Jordon Michael, Oct. 25; Michael and 
Pattie (Bowers) Blouse, Summit View congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Bruner: Ryan Michael, Feb. 28; Ted and Gina 
Bruner, Highland congregation, Ohio. 
Brungart: Derrick Jeffery, Mar. II; Derrick 
and Debbie Brungart, Fairland congregation. Pa. 
Cristofic: Kala Marie, Mar. 11; Lori Cristofic, 
Elizabethtown congregation. Pa. 
Fluke: Ryan Cory, Jan. 28; Mark and Rebecca 
Fluke. Canoe Creek congregation. Pa. 
Griffith: Sarah Elizabeth, Mar. 12; Lloyd and 
Ruth Griffith, Prince Albert congregation, Sask. 
Henry: Kayla Marie, Feb. 14; Haines and 
Sandy (Engle) Henry, Maytown congregation, 
Pa. 
Hoover: Nathaniel Robert Andrew, June 28, 
1986; Myron and Janet (Fretz) Hoover, Oak 
Ridges congregation, Ont. 
Kipe: Kristy Alison, Mar. 3; David and Janet 
(Musser) Kipe, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Kiss: Jessica Brittany, Feb. 15; John and Briget 
Kiss, Wainfleet congregation, Ont. 
Krewson: Charles Nathan, Mar. 23; Ken and 
Michelle Krewson, Mechanicsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
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Kubassek: Joshua Julius, Mar. 6; Ben and Eliz-
abeth Kubassek, Rosebank congregation, Ont. 
Leeder: Kyle John William, Feb. 26; Kevin and 
Cathy Leeder, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
Machnik: Janina Karen, Feb. 13; Steve and 
Cathie Machnik, Sherkston congregation, Ont. 
Miller: Jamie Louise, Feb. 15; James and 
Brenda Miller, Skyline View congregation. Pa. 
Neumann: Joshua Karl, Feb. 28; Karl and 
Kathy (Robinson) Neumann, Perkiomen Valley 
congregation, Pa. 
Pool: Toby Hershman, Feb. 25; Richard and 
Lucianne(Hershman) Pool. Manor congregation, 
Pa. 
Ritchey: Jessica Nicole, Mar. 5; Randy and 
Vickie (Mowry) Ritchey, New Guilford congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Ruppe: Joseph Edward, Mar. 13; Steven and 
Christine (Drusen) Ruppe, Fairview congrega-
tion, Ohio. 
Sarraf: George William, Feb. 27; David and 
Nancy Sarraf, Elizabethtown congregation. Pa. 
Shirk: Michael James, Feb. 14; James and 
Sherri (Kurtz) Shirk, Summit View congregation, 
Pa. 
Stoops: Brandon Tyler, Mar. 7; Debbie Stoops, 
Fairview Ave. congregation. Pa. 
Strickler: Andrew Thomas, Jan. 12; Thomas 
and Mary Strickler, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Turner: Elsa Pearl, Feb. 16; David and Marilyn 
Turner, Westheights congregation, Ont. 
VanBortel: Aaron Tannis, Mar. 5; Richard 
and Deanne VanBortel, Cedar Grove congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Walls: Cody Michael, Jan. 30; David and Kate 
Walls, Canoe Creek congregation, Pa. 
Wingert: Renee Elizabeth, Mar. 27; Lester and 
Judy (Eberly) Wingert, New Guilford congrega-
tion, Pa. 
Zoerb: Scott Marvin, Jan. 27; Marvin and 
Cheryl Zoerb, Delisle congregation, Sask. 
Weddings 
Aikins-Sheffer: Elinor Grace, daughter of Les-
lie and Lorraine Sheffer, Stayner, Ont., and Glen 
Allen, son of George and Joy Aikins, Stayner, 
Feb. 14 at the Stayner Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. George Sheffer, Rev. Harvey Stickley, 
and Rev. Kevin Bushey officiating. 
Argot-Warnken: Bernadette, daughter of Wil-
liam and Delores Warnken, Kunkletown, Pa.,and 
Jeffrey, son of David and Janice Argot, Pocono 
Lake, Pa., Mar. 7 at Cedar Heights Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John L. Bundy of-
ficiating. 
Bolderson-King: Ruth Theresa, daughter of 
Pauline King, Oak Ridges, Ont., and Bruce King, 
Regina, Sask.; and Timothy James, son of Jeff 
and Denise Bolderson, Aurora, Ont., Jan. 30 in 
New Market, Ont. 
Grove-Gipe: Kimberly, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Ronald Gipe, Shady Grove, Pa., and Keith, 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Grove, Greencastle, 
Pa., Feb. 14 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiiating. 
Ingram-Wunder: Lisa, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Lawrence Brown, Crystal Beach, Ont., and 
Craig, son of Mr. and Mrs. Albert Ingram, New-
foundland, Feb. 6 in Niagara Falls, Ont., by the 
Justice of the Peace. 
Lininger-Koontz: Jody, daughter of Bonnie 
Miller, and David, son of Mr. and Mrs. Larry 
Kriner, Feb. 15 in the Antrim Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Wilbur W. Benner officiating. 
Royer-Wheeler: Wanda, daughter of Joe and 
Nancy Wheeler, Mill Hall, Pa., and Eric, son of 
Wayne and Gloria Royer, Lock Haven, Pa., Mar. 
22 at Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. John L. Bundy officiating. 
Stayman-Williams: Lisa D., daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Joseph J. Williams, and Ronald W.,son 
of Mr. and Mrs. Wilbur Stayman, of Chambers-
burg, Pa., Mar. 21 in the Chambersburg Brethren 
in Christ Church. 
Wolgemuth-Keefer: Ruth A. Keefer, Millers-
burg, Pa., and Lester H. Wolgemuth, Mount Joy, 
Pa., Mar. 8 at the Free Grace Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. C. R. Burgard and Rev. Dale H. 
Engle officiating. 
Wolgemuth-Lesher: Emily Ann, daughter of 
James and Margaret Lesher, and Eric Lee, son of 
Earl and Joan Wolgemuth of Mount Joy, Pa., 
Mar. 28 at Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Dale H. Engle and Rev. James Lesher 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Burton: Zack Burton, born Oct. 18, 1904, died 
Jan. 27. Survivors are his wife of twelve years, 
Lillian (Spires), and a large family of sons, daugh-
ters, a step-daughter, grandchildren, and great-
grandchildren. The funeral service was held at 
Stotts-Phelps-McQueary Funeral Home with Rev. 
Clifton Cowan and Rev. C. D. Goodwin officiat-
ing. Interment was in the Bear Wallow Cemetery. 
Button: Sylvia R. Button, 80, of Coleman, 
Mich., born Mar. 15, 1906, died Mar. 5. She was 
preceded in death by her husband, Ray; three 
brothers; and two sisters. Surviving are a brother, 
Floyd Long, and a sister, Francis Little. Services 
were held at the Whitting Funeral Chapel in 
Breckenridge, Mich., with Rev. Bedsaul Agee 
officiating. Interment was in Ridgelawn Cemetery. 
Cober: Elizabeth Mabel, born to Henry and 
Sophia Lebeck on Nov. 6, 1909, died Feb. 23. On 
June 12, 1935, she married Jeniah Cober. Four 
children survive: Lorraine (Mrs. Leslie) Sheffer, 
Audrey (Mrs. Walter) Sheffer, David, and Phyllis. 
Also survivingare 11 grandchildren;3sisters, Mae 
Baker, Louise McDonald, and Ruth Patfield;and 
a brother, Allan. Three sisters preceded her in 
death. Mrs. Cober was a member of the Stayner, 
Ont., congregation and active in the women's 
group until her health failed. The memorial service 
was held at the Stayner church with Rev. George 
Sheffer and Rev. Harvey Stickley officiating. 
Interment was in the Stayner Brethren in Christ 
Cemetery. 
College: Howard "Joe" College, 62, of Ship-
pensburg, Pa., born Nov. 2, 1924, at Harrisburg, 
died Mar. 3. He is survived by his wife Grace; two 
sons; a stepdaughter and stepson; two brothers; a 
half sister; and five grandchildren. He was a mas-
ter sergeant of the Army and a World War II 
veteran. He was a member of the Mt. Rock 
Brethren in Christ Church where the funeral was 
conducted by Rev. John Schock and Rev. John 
Kipp. Interment was in the Spring Hill Cemetery. 
Dick: Miriam Hoffman Dick, 80, of Mount 
Joy, Pa., born Dec. 22, 1906, died Mar. 20. She 
was the wife of Paul E. Dick, Sr., and a member of 
the Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church for 68 
years. She is survived by her husband; 3 sons, 
Wilmer, Paul Jr., and John; 2 daughters. Dorothy 
E. and Miriam Lucille; 13 grandchildren; and 3 
great-grandchildren. Services were held at the 
Cross Roads church with Rev. Dale H. Engle and 
Rev. Allon B. Dourte officiating. Interment was in 
Cross Roads Cemetery, Mt. Joy. 
Groff: Shirley Ann Groff, born Aug. 29, 1942 
at Christiana, Pa., died Mar. 14. She is survived by 
her husband, Roy; her parents, Gordon and Janet 
Hirst Ray; four children, Glenn, Carol, Gloria (at 
home), and Denise Torbert; a grandson; and three 
brothers. Shirley attended the Pequea Brethren in 
Christ Church, Lancaster, Pa., where the funeral 
was held with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating. 
Interment was in Conestoga Methodist Cemetery. 
Conestoga, Pa. 
Hauser: Sarah E. Hauser, born July 12, 1919. 
died Feb. 23, in Columbia, Pa. Surviving are three 
sisters, Elise Kaltreider, Anna Newcomer, and 
Ruth Melhorn; and a brother, Joseph D. Lehman, 
Jr. Sarah had been a member of the Locust Grove 
congregation, York, Pa., for 55 years. The funeral 
was held at the Etzweiler Funeral Home with Rev. 
Gilbert Gomez and Rev. Barton Starr officiating. 
Interment was in Kreutz Creek Cemetery. 
Hawbaker: Rhoda H. Hawbaker of Mercers-
burg, Pa., born July 15, 1910, died Feb. 22. Surviv-
ing are her husband, Wilbur; and two sons, Larry 
and Donald. The funeral service was conducted at 
the Faith Temple, Cearfoss, Md., with Rev. James 
Powers and Rev. Lome Lichty (Montgomery 
congregation) officiating. Interment was at the 
Welsh Run Cemetery. 
Hovious: Daniel M. Hovious of Knifley, Ky., 
born June 17, 1945, died Mar. 7. He is survived by 
his wife Kay (Harden), a step-father, one brother, 
and five sisters. Rev. Elam O. Dohner conducted 
the funeral service in the Lyon Funeral Home, 
Campbellsville, Interment was in Quinn Cemetery. 
Martin: Grace H. Martin, Lamar, Pa., born 
Nov. 24, 1901, in Butler County, Pa., died Mar. 
13. She was married to the late Clair E. Martin. 
Surviving are a son, a stepson, a stepdaughter, two 
grandchildren, four stepgrandchildren, three step-
great-grandchildren, and two sisters. She was a 
member of the Cedar Heights Brethren in Christ 
Church, Mill Hall. Rev. John L. Bundy conducted 
the funeral service f rom the Dean K. Wetzler Fu-
neral Home. Interment was in Cedar Hill Ceme-
tery. 
Sider: Lodema Sider, Dunnville, Ont., born 
Sept. 6, 1895, died Feb. 26. She is survived by a 
daughter, Velma McMenamin; two grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. She was preceded in 
death by her husband Chester. The funeral service 
was conducted by Rev. Douglas Moore. Inter-
ment was in Maple Lawn Cemetery. 
Winger: Ernest Winger, born Mar. 26, 1900, 
died Mar. 13 in Welland, Ont. Surviving are his 
wife, Anna Pearl (Sider) Winger; a son, Paul; two 
granddaughters; and one great-grandson. He was 
preceded in death by a brother, and a sister. The 
funeral service was held at the Bertie Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. Greg Funk and Rev. 
Arthur Heise officiating. Interment was in the 
Bertie church cemetery. 
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"Christ Preeminent Then and Now" 
The 75th anniversary of the Grantham Church 
Frequently, congregational anniver-
saries are not particularly significant to 
anyone but the members and former 
members of the congregation itself. In 
the case of the Grantham Church, how-
ever, because of its strategic location as a 
Brethren in Christ congregation on the 
campus of Messiah College, this anni-
versary is also important to many more 
people who have passed through our 
doors. Most Brethren in Christ who 
attended Messiah College or one of the 
many conferences held there have at-
tended the Grantham Church at least 
once. Many would connect a significant 
spiritual event in their lives with the 
Grantham Church. It is in the spirit that 
we share the story of our celebration and 
renew our commitment to making Christ 
preeminent. 
One of the 10 working assumptions of 
the Grantham Brethren in Christ Church 
reads: "We commit ourselves to serve 
God where he has placed us—a com-
munity church on a college campus." As 
the congregation celebrated its 75-year 
history this March, we were again aware 
of how much of our identity as a con-
gregation comes from the working out 
of that simple-sounding phrase—"a 
community church on a college cam-
pus." We were also challenged to increase 
our visit for reaching out to both the 
rapidly growing community around us 
and to the students and faculty of Mes-
siah College in whose midst we are 
located. 
To help us celebrate, the 75th Anni-
versary Committee (consisting of Senior 
Pastor Robert Ives, Fred Barr, Audrey 
Hostetter, Homer Kraybill, Morris 
Sider, Ruth Smith, Luella Winger, and 
Ruth .Zercher) planned a three-week-
long series of events. Keynoting the 
celebration were three anniversary theme 
sermons. 
First, Morris Sider, functioning as 
both the "official" Brethren in Christ 
historian and a 24-year member of the 
congregation, spoke on "The Remem-
brance of Things Past." He highlighted 
four strengths of the Grantham Church: 
an openness to new approaches to 
church life, an openness to accept new 
people, faithfulness to historic Brethren 
in Christ traditions, and people who 
have been models of the Christian life. 
He also pointed out one of our greatest 
weaknesses: a lack of involvement in the 
community. We have been at times, he 
said, "a group too set off by ourselves on 
the Grantham hill." 
In the second sermon, "Seventy-Five 
Years of Partnership," Ray Hostetter, 
president of Messiah College, focused 
on ways in which the church and the 
college have worked together. We have 
shared personnel (for example, past 
presidents have also been ministers and 
bishops in the Grantham District) and 
facilities. The college has reminded the 
church that conservative religion is not 
only a matter of the warm heart, but also 
of the clear mind. For its part, the 
church has provided the college with 
exposure to the real world and has 
emphasized the distinctive values on 
which the college was founded without 
resorting to narrow sectarianism. 
Comparing the membership and 
budget of the congregation at 25, 50, 
and 75 years (1937: 100 members, $4,000; 
1962: 200 members, $28,000; 1987: 500 
members, over $350,000), Pastor Robert 
Ives told "The Story of the Grantham 
Church." "What do we want to be good 
at?" he asked. Noting that we have many 
strengths, including a strong committee 
and program structure and a large pool 
of talented and active laypeople, Ives 
said we need a new vision that we can all 
own—one that will help us reach out to 
the needs of people in our community 
now. 
The "community-church-on-a-college 
campus" theme was repeated in an orig-
inal drama, "Our Church," written spe-
cially for the occasion by Millie Im-
boden, a former member of the congre-
gation, and presented at a dinner/ theater 
in the college dining hall. The drama, set 
in 1934-1935, focused on one family's 
relationship to the church and climaxed 
in a council meeting during which heated 
debate between college and congrega-
tion officials resulted in new resolve to 
cooperate. Featured in the cast were 
Mary Jane Davis, Grantham's Minister 
of Christian Education, as Virgie Kray-
bill, and Dave Zercher, Minister of Pas-
toral Care as his own great-grandfather, 
C. N. Hostetter, Sr. 
All former members were invited to 
the dinner, and over 500 past and pres-
ent members attended. Three former 
pastors, Arthur Musser, Paul Hostetler, 
and Merle Brubaker, were recognized 
along with 35 members or former mem-
bers who are 75 years or older. Rachel 
Kratz Hubbard and Virgie Kraybill, the 
only two people featured in the drama 
who are still living, were also honored. 
Visual reminders of the anniversary 
celebration included a banner designed 
by Shirley Groff which hung in the sanc-
tuary. The logo from the banner was 
also used on anniversary mugs sold by 
the Senior High Youth Group, on the 
theater program, a Sunday bulletin, and 
on the cover of a book of the three 
anniversary sermons. Photographs from 
the early years were displayed for several 
weeks, and, of course, we had an official 
photographer, Marvin Zercher, record-
ing the events of the dinner and drama 
for posterity. 
What about the future? Coming 
through clearly in all three sermons was 
the challenge, on the one hand, to reach 
out more into the community, and, on 
the other hand, to expand our ministry 
to Messiah College students. Working 
with that tension (in the best sense of the 
word) between community and college 
will continue to require a spirit of coop-
eration. There have been times when the 
congregation has been tempted to move 
off-campus, but each time we have been 
pulled back and reminded, in one way 
or another, that the church-college ten-
sion is not something to be denied or 
avoided. Rather, being a "community 
church on a college campus" is integral 
to our identity as a congregation and has 
the potential for being one of our great-
est strengths. 
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Dr. Ar thurCl imenhaga will preach 
the s e r m o n . Emerson Frey will 
lead the s inging. C o m e share in 
worsh ip , praise, and fe l lowship. 
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We are 
Stewardship is not optional with 
the Christian. It is plainly obliga-
tory. "Moreover it is required in stew-
ards, that a man be found faithful" (1 
Cor. 4:2). 
Love is the great motive. "Seek ye 
first the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness; and all these things 
shall be added unto you" (Matt. 
6:33). Are we putting first things 
first? Or are we guilty of the greatest 
sin of Christians—the sin of omis-
sion? 
Stewardship of substance 
There are three points in steward-
ship of substance. Each separately 
considered includes so much that it 
would seem unnecessary to discuss 
the others. The very first point cov-
ers the whole sweep of the subject. If 
we would allow it to grip us—to grip 
our very souls—it would never be 
necessary to urge the giving of money 
or service. What is that important 
point? 
1. Our stewardship of the gospel 
We are stewards of the gospel, stew-
ards of "the manifold grace of God" 
(1 Peter 4:10). If we could fully 
understand our responsibility in 
making the gospel known to the 
world, it would never be necessary to 
solicit money for this purpose, and 
no one would need to urge us to do 
missionary work. We would even 
seek larger opportunities. We would 
find it a great joy and privilege to 
practice self-denial for such results. 
2. Command to study missions 
The second point is our Lord's com-
mand to study missions. He said, 
"Lift up your eyes, and look on the 
fields; for they are white already to 
harvest" (John 4:35). How can we 
remain at home and look on the 
fields? By the study of the Bible, of 
our periodicals, and mission study 
books. 
If every one of us would read on 
missions and ponder the needs of the 
various fields, it would not be possi-
ble to withhold the money. It would 
pour in and flow in. If we would 
visualize the millions who are look-
ing to Christians, begging and plead-
ing for a knowledge of the gospel, we 
would lie awake nights to devise new 
ways of earning money and saving 
money to help send this precious 
gospel. Then that pathetic, tragic list 
of missionaries waiting to be sent 
and the woeful sight of gospel litera-
ture waiting to be mailed out would 
be a thing of the past. 
3. Tithing—a minimum The 
third point is tithing. But if we com-
prehended our stewardship of the 
gospel, and if we would really look 
on the fields to see the heart hunger 
and suffering of those who know not 
Christ, this point could be omitted. 
Notwithstanding all that has been 
said and written about it, there are 
still some Christians who do not 
accept the plain teaching of God's 
Word concerning this matter. 
Tithing received the commenda-
tion of our Lord (Matt. 23:23, Luke 
11:42). And the commands in the 
Old Testament are most explicit. Yet 
many are losing the joy of it. When 
God said, "Bring ye all the tithes into 
the storehouse" (Mai. 3:10), he meant 
just that. Then how can we spend the 
tithe on ourselves? It seems that 
there is nothing else that will so 
shrivel a soul as to withhold the 
Lord's money. 
Dr. Gambrell said, "Whether 
tithing is a matter of law under the 
dispensation of grace need not be 
discussed. I will dismiss all that with 
the statement that it is unthinkable 
from the standpoint of the cross that 
anyone would give less under grace 
than the Jews gave under law." 
The faithful steward will not long 
be content to put only the tithe into 
Kingdom work, for that is the min-
imum. He will want to give accord-
ing to 1 Corinthians 16:2, that all the 
people of the earth may know the 
one religion of love: "On the first day 
of every week, each one of you 
should set aside a sum of money in 
keeping with his income . . ."(NIV). 
The thought in the above refer-
ence is a repetition of the one in 
Deuteronomy 16:17: "Every man 
shall give as he is able, according to 
the blessing of the Lord thy God 
which he hath given thee." This is 
part of the instruction concerning 
gifts over and above the tithe. There 
should be thank offerings and gifts 
of love and gratitude in addition to 
the tithe. All should be joyfully 
offered. 
Was Paul a tither? He tells us in 
Philippians 3:6 that he was "blame-
less" in keeping the law. Therefore 
he tithed. 
God's Word assures us that trea-
sures laid up in heaven are perfectly 
safe (Matt. 6:20), and also that they 
yield enormous returns. "One man 
gives freely, yet gains even more; 
another withholds unduly, but comes 
to poverty. A generous man will 
prosper; he who refreshes others will 
himself be refreshed" (Prov. 11:24-
25, NIV). 
God's arithmetic seems difficult to 
understand. He says in effect in his 
Word—if you will subtract and 
divide, I will add and multiply. He 
even invites us to put him to the test. 
All who have accepted his challenge 
(Mai. 3:10) have found to their joy 
that the great God of the universe 
keeps his promises. 
Stewardship of personality 
It is said that "Personality is the 
most precious thing a human being 
can possess" and that "the responsi-
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stewards 
by I. V. Rhoad 
bility of the believer to God for what 
he does with his personali ty is over-
whelmingly great." 
It is greater than stewardship of 
the t ime God so graciously gives us; 
greater than that of the strength he 
bestows, or even of the a m o u n t of 
intellect with which he endows us. It 
is greater than the stewardship of 
substance. 
It involves the whole stewardship 
of life. Until one is fully surrendered 
to Christ, it is not possible to do the 
largest work nor to know the real joy 
of service. 
Rober t Ar th ington of Leeds, Eng-
land, a Cambr idge graduate , lived in 
one room and cooked his own meals, 
and gave to foreign missions five mil-
lion pounds (around twenty-five mil-
lion dollars) on condi t ion that it be 
spent on pioneer mission work within 
twenty-five years. After his death a 
slip of pape r was f o u n d on which 
was written, "Gladly would I make 
the f loor my bed, a n d a box my 
table, and another box my chair, 
rather than that men should perish 
for want of the knowledge of Christ." 
What kind of s teward a m I in the 
light of 1 Peter 1:18-19? "For . you 
know tha t it was no t with perishable 
things such as silver or gold tha t you 
were redeemed f r o m the empty way 
of life handed down to you f r o m 
your forefathers , but with the pre-
cious blood of Christ, a lamb with-
out blemish or defect" (NIV). 
"Therefore to him that knoweth 
to do good, and doeth it not , to him 
it is sin" (James 4:17). 
Taken from a tract entitled "Steward-
ship," published by the Free Tract Society. 
Except where noted, Scripture quotes are 
from the King James Version. 
IMessiah College News 
114 students participate in 
Spring Break missions 
While many Messiah students joined 
thousands of other collegians on Flori-
da's beaches for some fun in the sun over 
spring break (March 14-22) or went 
home to relax and catch up on assigned 
reading, a record number of Messiah 
students—114—used their vacation time 
to participate in one of the ten service 
projects located in a total of seven states. 
Two missions groups did journey to 
Florida, however. They worked for Teen 
Missions International on Merritt Island, 
and Habitat for Humanity in Immoka-
lee. "We tried to put Christ's love into 
action," shared one student. "One man 
just couldn't believe that I was willing to 
get down on my hands and knees to 
build a floor just so he could have a 
house to live in." 
One group served with Bronx Com-
munity Fellowship in New York. Two 
of the male students put up a basketball 
backboard, rim and net near where they 
were staying in a Voluntary Service unit. 
"When the inner-city youth flocked there 
to play, we learned that inside, the 
Bronx kids were really no different than 
we are," the Messiah students observed. 
Also, some team members spent a night 
in a shelter for the homeless, and found 
that "We don't always need material 
things to be happy." 
Two groups—Crossroads and Chris-
tians for Urban Justice—went to the 
Boston area. Other organizations that 
hosted Messiah students were Voice of 
Calvary, New Hebron, Miss.; Mountain 
T.O.P., Altamont, Tenn.; World Im-
pact, Newark, N.J.; and the Mennonite 
Central Committee VS unit in Washing-
ton, D.C. 
Brethren in Christ students serving on 
a team were: Bevin Ginder, senior biol-
ogy major, Petersburg, W.Va. (Peters-
burg cong.), group leader for Teen Mis-
sions International. 
Becky Yoder, junior behavioral 
science major, Willow Street, Pa., with 
Mountain T.O.P. 
Diane Donat, sophomore elementary 
education major, Columbia, Pa. (Cross-
roads cong.), with Bronx Community 
Fellowship. 
Carrie Stoner, sophomore early child-
hood education major, Akron, Pa. 
(Lancaster cong.), with Bronx Com-
munity Fellowship. 
Duane Heisey, freshman recreation 
major, Manheim, Pa. (Crossroads 
cong.), with Bronx Community Fellow-
ship. 
Lawton Jacobs, sophomore Bible ma-
jor, Fairfield, Pa., with Bronx Com-
munity Fellowship. 
Daryl Bundy, senior religion major, 
Mill Hall, Pa. (Cedar Heights cong.), 
group leader with World Impact. 
Sam Rossi, sophomore psychology 
major, Ridgeway, Ont. (Sherkston 
cong.), with Christians for Urban 
Justice. 
Consortium President to 
address Class of '87 
Christian College Consortium Presi-
dent Dr. Carl H. Lundquist will be the 
guest speaker as Messiah holds its 77th 
annual commencement at 10 a.m. Sat-
urday, May 16. 
Lundquist, president of Bethel Col-
lege in St. Paul, Minn., for 28 years, 
retired in 1982 to head the consortium, 
an alliance of 13 Christian colleges and 
universities across the country that are 
committed to common goals in Chris-
tian higher education. 
Approximately 390 Messiah students, 
the most ever, will be graduating, with 
ceremonies held for the first time in the 
Hitchcock Arena of the Sollenberger 
Sports Center. Each student will be able 
to invite more family and friends than 
they have been able to in recent years. In 
addition to the reserved seating, several 
hundred seats will be filled on a first-
come, first-served basis. 
Brethren in Christ candidates for grad-
uation are: 
William R. Baublitz, Christian ed., 
Grantham, Pa. 
Mindy G. Brubaker, math, Mechan-
icsburg, Pa., (Grantham congregation). 
Bruce N. Bundy, Bible, Mt. Joy, Pa. 
(Mount Pleasant) 
Daryl R. Bundy, religion, Mill Hall, 
Pa. (Cedar Heights) 
Martin L. Climenhage, business ad-
ministration, Fort Erie, Ontario 
David A. Deyhle, religion, Spring-
field, Ohio (Beulah Chapel) 
Douglas M. Drooger, nursing, 
Waynesboro, Pa. (Fairview Avenue) 
Philip N. Engle, computer science, 
Grantham, Pa. (Dillsburg) 
Travis C. Fraser, mechanical engi-
neering, Mechanicsburg, Pa. (Gran-
tham) 
Jeffrey S. Garis, English, Hatfield, 
Pa. (Souderton) 
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Bevin R. Ginder, biology, Petersburg, 
W. Va. 
David C. Hamlumbu, history, Gran-
tham, Pa. (Macha congregation in 
Choma, Zambia) 
Scott J. Hartman, art, York, Pa. 
(Locust Grove) 
Daniel L. Heitzman, Bible, Paxinos, 
Pa. (Grantham) 
Jeanne K. Hess, English, Lancaster, 
Pa. (Pequea) 
Karl L. Hostetler, Christian ed., Up-
land, Calif. 
Kyle A. Hostetler, nursing, Getzville, 
N.Y. 
Carol E. Lilly, political science, Ne-
vada, Mo. (Dallas Center, Iowa) 
Mary Sue Long, applied music, Walk-
ersville, Md. 
Eric L. Mann, mathematics, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa. 
Karen J. Meyers, political science, 
Greencastle, Pa. (Montgomery) 
Annette L. Mullen, nursing, Dun-
cannon, Pa. (Roseglen) 
Lande Ndebele, political science, 
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe (Grantham) 
Shylock Ndlovu, history, Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe (Lobengula) 
Naomi L. Paine, art, Grantham, Pa. 
Steve A. Patil, economics, Lewis-
berry, Pa. (Redland Valley) 
Dwight A. Schwartz, chemistry, York, 
Pa. 
Jill M. Seaman, computer science, 
East Amherst, N.Y. (Clarence Center) 
Georgia L. Steinbrecher, accounting, 
Greenville, Ohio (Pleasant Hill) 
Larry E. Stoner, computer science, 
East Berlin, Pa. 
Marlene K. Strite, computer science, 
Waynesboro, Pa. (Fairview Avenue) 
Sheryl A. Thomas, business adminis-
tration, Conestoga, Pa. 
Karen D. Ulery, mathematics, Eliza-
bethtown, Pa. 
Sheryl L. Westcott, elementary edu-
cation, Landisville, Pa. (Manor) 
Sandra J. Winters, physical educa-
tion, Lancaster, Pa. (Refton). 
The men's B League basketball champions from Elizabethtown II are, kneeling 
from left: Eric Mann, Steve Allison, Tom Mann, and Brian Zook. Standing from left: 
Dr. Lowell Mann (coach), Kirk Ulery, Tim Engle, Dave Kreider, Greg Musser, Joel 
Zook, and Gerald Engle (coach). 
34th annual Brethren in Christ 
Sports Tournament held 
There were athletes and winners galore 
as Messiah hosted the 34th annual Breth-
ren in Christ Sports Tournament March 
13-21 while the college students were on 
spring break. It was the second year 
both the Brubaker Gym and the newer 
Hitchcock Arena were used. Tourna-
ment Director Dean L. Lehman was 
again assisted by Dewey Hartsock and 
Fred Barr in making everything run 
smoothly. 
In men's basketball, Lyle Herr and 
Dave Barnett scored 16 and 15, respec-
tively, to lead Mechanicsburg I over 
Manor I 61-59 in the A League final. 
Other members of the winning team 
were Lonnie Shover, Roger Knepper, 
Layne Lebo, Phil Simmons, Delbert 
Turman and Curt Shirk. 
The B League basketball trophy went 
to Elizabethtown II by a 61-57 score 
over Manor III. To reach the final, 
Manor III had edged Roseglen 68-64, 
while E-town II trounced their friends 
on E-town 1,73-55. Winning team mem-
bers are pictured. 
Steve Spahr and Brian Mantley 
notched 14 points each to lead Carlisle 
II past Five Forks 57-56 in the C 
League. Other winning players were 
Todd Alwine, Bryan Rowe, Doug Den-
linger and Brian Martin. In the semis, 
Carlisle defeated Antrim and Five Forks 
beat Cumberland Valley. 
In women's volleyball, Chambersburg 
captured the A League and New Guil-
ford the B League, as both teams beat 
squads from Manor. Winners from 
Chambersburg were Coach Joe Garns, 
Lisa Rife, Sue Starr, Patti Reath, Linda 
Martin, Nancy Black, Tracy Davis, Beth 
Byers, Judith Byers, Liz Brown, and 
Joyce Peckman. New Guilford winners 
were Janet Arnold, Candie Bittinger, 
Sherri Brechbill, Joan Cave, Dawn 
Noyes, Vicki Ritchey, Cheryl Wise, Julie 
Hannegan, and Gillian Rung. 
The Jemison Valley team of Roy and 
Dick Vargeson, Kevin Flynn and For-
dyce Ball won the bowling competition 
in the final over Green Spring. 
The table tennis final was a virtual 
war before the father and son team of 
Harry and Doug Smith, Mechanicsburg 
I, came out of the losers bracket to edge 
the Mechanicsburg II team of Larry Sol-
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Dear Paul, 
"When all else fails, read the instruc-
tions." This bit of sage advice came to 
mind today when a friend of mine and I 
were having lunch together. We were on 
the general subject of religion when he 
made the abrupt observation that if we 
would just observe the Ten Command-
ments, we could satisfy our religious 
obligations. Words like atonement, jus-
tification, and redemption crossed my 
mind as I felt I should refine my friend's 
simple statement of belief. I restrained 
my zeal, however, as I recalled his 
puzzled look a few minutes earlier when 
I had asked-him if he was familiar with 
Jesus' teachings in the Sermon on the 
Mount. 
Paul, there seems to be an inborn 
sense of what is right and wrong even in 
those outside the Christian community. 
It is interesting that my friend was aware 
of God's laws, even though his knowl-
edge of the Bible was limited. Yet, God's 
commandments are not taken too 
seriously. And when they are broken it is 
sometimes done with theatrical flair. 
Our culture seems to delight in breaking 
God's law. 
For instance, our present-day moral-
ity, as portrayed by the writers of TV 
shows, plays, and books, is like inviting 
an audience to observe a valuable mas-
terpiece on display. The audience snick-
ers as the performer teasingly threatens 
to damage or deface the object. He 
comes closer and closer as the cheers of 
those observers who find it funny or 
titillating overwhelm those observers 
who sit quietly in stunned silence. As the 
masterpiece is shattered, the excitement 
subsides and the people all shake their 
heads as they look at the shattered pieces 
and ask what is wrong with society. 
M a n y of the serious 
problems of society 
could have been pre-
vented if God's laws 
had been observed. 
Meanwhile, the authors of these dra-
mas, remembering only the cheers, try 
to infringe even farther upon the limits 
of decency and morality. Then, in feigned 
innocence, they plead that they merely 
reflect real life situations. 
Sociologists, government officials, and 
churchmen survey the destruction and 
wonder what can be done. We have tried 
many things to remedy the ills of society. 
A bit of serious reflection on the prob-
lems of society will tell us that many of 
them could have been prevented if God's 
laws had been observed. Solutions are 
not as simple as prevention, and unfor-
tunately, we can't relive the past. But it is 
interesting to see words such as absti-
nence and chastity, which were almost 
an embarrassment to use for fear of rid-
icule, again being boldly suggested as 
the best preventative for AIDS—our 
worst current social problem. Maybe we 
are beginning to read the instructions. 
King Solomon, possibly the wisest 
man who ever lived, wrote the book of 
Ecclesiastes. After listing all the follies 
and disappointments in life, even for 
those who try hard, he nearly ends his 
writing with this depressing conclusion: 
" 'Meaningless! Meaningless!' says the 
Teacher, 'Everything is meaningless.' " 
Then after thinking things over and pos-
sibly reading Moses' advice to the chil-
dren of Israel in Deuteronomy 10:12, he 
comes to this dramatic, positive sum-
mary: "Here is the conclusion of the 
matter: Fear God and keep his com-
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mandments, for this is the whole duty of 
man"(Eccl. 12:13). This seems like good 
advice. 
We all know that strict observance of 
the Ten Commandments is difficult, if 
not impossible. Is that what you meant 
when you said, "All have sinned and 
come short of the glory of God"? It 
would be discouraging to stop there, 
knowing that God does give us laws to 
live by, yet knowing we have sinned by 
breaking some of them. I think 1 John 
1:8 sounds a lot like what you said, "If 
we claim to be without sin, we deceive 
ourselves and the truth is not in us." 
However, verse 9 gives us the answer, "If 
we confess our sins, he is faithful and 
just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness." 
Your writings are a great source of 
instructions on moral issues. Even 
though they confuse me sometimes, 
your one statement seems to sum up all 
the rest: "So the law was put in charge to 
lead us to Christ, that we might be justi-





For a course at school, Beth's class is 
required to read Anne Frank: The 
Diary of a Young Girl. If she were in 
some school districts elsewhere in the 
United States, that book wouldn't be 
part of the curriculum because it has 
been judged by some to be offensive and 
anti-Christian. On the other hand, Beth 
has played in the school band for 
Christmas concerts in which clearly 
"Christian" carols were performed. In 
some other school districts, that wouldn't 
be allowed because Christian Christmas 
carols (along with nativity scenes) are 
thought to violate the religious beliefs of 
non-Christians. While I'm thankful that 
we don't struggle yet with issues of reli-
gious freedom in our school district (we 
have enough trouble with other issues!), 
I'm nonetheless interested in what goes 
on elsewhere. 
In many ways the public schools are 
caught in an impossible position. On the 
one hand, they have to worry about 
Christians objecting to teaching which 
leaves out their interpretation of the 
Bible or which appears to contradict 
their world view. On the other hand, 
they must worry about citizens from 
other religious groups objecting to 
aspects that are clearly "Christian," such 
as Christmas celebrations that refer to 
the birth of Jesus. Both groups would 
Readers may correspond with 
both Phoebe and Onesimus by 
writing to them c/o the Evangel-
ical Visitor, P.O. Box 166, Nap-
panee, IN 46550. 
30 
appear to have a case for their religious 
freedom being violated. What are the 
schools to do? How can they possibly 
please everyone at the. same time? 
Should they even try? 
I am annoyed and disturbed by the 
exorcism of various pieces of classical 
literature from the curriculum simply 
because something in them offends some-
one. What is wrong with our children 
reading, for example, the personal 
thoughts of a young girl (Anne Frank, 
writing in the context of the Nazi on-
slaught on all Jews) who says with 
youthful honesty and sincerity, "A reli-
gion, it doesn't matter which, keeps a 
person on the right path"? Is our faith so 
weak that neither we nor our children 
can read a somewhat pluralistic view 
like Anne Frank's and not be swayed to 
adopt the same view? Isn't it helpful and 
broadening to be exposed to and chal-
lenged by other views? Isn't that one 
purpose of education? 
W e should interact with 
our children about what 
goes on in school, 
countering contradictory 
viewpoints and reinforcing 
ones with which we agree. 
In the debate over textbooks, I have 
been both amused and frustrated by 
some of the reasons for the objections of 
some Christians to certain texts. For 
example, these people claim that the 
texts in question teach feminism and 
pacifism, which, they say, are contrary 
to their Christian faith. Personally, I am 
delighted when my children are taught 
feminism and pacifism because I be-
lieve, according to my definitions, that 
they're both biblical. Which brings up 
another interesting problem: having the 
Bible as a guide for what should be in the 
curriculum doesn't always help because 
Christians disagree so widely on what it 
says! Whose interpretation should be 
used? 
On the other side, however, I am also 
annoyed by the exorcism of all mention 
of God and religious faith from history 
texts. Doing so results in history that 
distorts reality because the fact is that 
religious faith and belief in Go a played a 
large role in our history. It is as if people, 
because of a particular bias, are taking it 
upon themselves to rewrite history. That 
offends my sense of history, and seems 
to me every bit as unacademic and unin-
tellectual as banning pieces of literature 
because they contain something which 
disagrees with a particular Christian 
world view. 
Again I ask: what are the schools to 
do? Perhaps a better question is: what 
are parents to do? I believe that it's 
important for parents to be involved in 
their children's education. But I wonder 
if that means that parents should force 
the schools to conform to this or that 
world view, especially when doing so is 
bound to run counter to someone else's 
world view. 
Instead, it seems to me that parents 
are responsible to interact with their 
children about what goes on in school, 
countering contradictory points of views 
and reinforcing ones with which we 
agree. My hunch is that our children are 
well served by that approach, because it 
allows them to hear many points of view 
and then to process them within the 
security of their families. I also suspect 
that pluralism in a society such as ours is 
healthy, and indeed crucial to our surviv-
al as a nation which protects the reli-




Some good news on the financial front. The Brethren in 
Christ Church projects a "balanced budget" for 1987, with 
authorized expenses having been brought into line with 
reasonably-anticipated contributions. With the Lord's help 
and our faithful giving, this new, realistic ministries budget 
goal can be reached (and maybe even surpassed). 
For a number of years preceding the 1982 adoption of the 
unified funding plan known as Cooperative Ministries, the 
budget requests from denominational agencies typically ex-
ceeded the prior year's history of giving. Some boards and 
agencies perennially were badly underfunded. Others, with the 
help of year-end appeals, generally came closer to achieving 
their budget goals. 
The present Cooperative Ministries plan of unified funding 
was designed in part to correct this recurring problem. How-
ever, critics soon noted that a crucial element seemed to be 
missing in the new procedure. As before, agencies proposed 
budgets based on their perceptions of ministry potential. 
Budget requests from the various agencies were then reviewed 
by the Commission on Stewardship and Finance and the 
Board of Administration, often being revised downward. But 
each year the final total budget, even when revised, still greatly 
exceeded the previous year's actual giving. Yet General Con-
ference would enthusiastically endorse each visionary budget. 
The crucial factor some people perceived to be missing was: 
How much are Brethren in Christ contributors—you and 
I—really prepared to give? Clearly the unanimous votes given 
at General Conference did not translate into dramatically 
increased giving throughout the subsequent year. These critics 
argued that congregations should first determine what they 
realistically—yet with faith-stretched vision—could provide 
for denominational ministries. Then church agencies should 
adapt their programs and budgets to live within that total. 
Last fall, that was precisely what happened. As Paul Hos-
tetler reports in his article on page 7, a task force surveyed the 
church in the first stages of what was called MISSIONS 87. 
Through research based largely on what congregations said 
they actually planned to give in 1987, the task force concluded 
that the 1987 spending budgets of both regional and general 
ministries (many of which had already been pared down from 
their original "vision" requests) would need to be reduced 
further. As Paul notes, the new 1987 authorized spending 
budget is $3,619,773 for regional and general ministries. This is 
a figure which is less than 9 percent higher than last year's 
actual contributions. It is a realistic, reachable budget goal. 
As Paul's article points out, some very worthy ministries had 
to be shelved—at least for the present—in order to balance 
projected expenses with anticipated income. On the other 
hand, agencies now have reason to believe that they will receive 
all of the funds promised them, rather than going through the 
year not knowing if they will receive only a fraction of their 
approved budget. (That makes it very difficult to administer a 
program effectively.) 
Now it is up to you and me, as members of our local 
congregations, to keep faith with our brothers and sisters who 
have had to make some very difficult decisions in trimming 
Balanced and reachable 
programs. And we need to remember that in all this talk about 
budgets, there are faces and needs connected with these dollar 
signs—real flesh-and-blood people who are sharing the good 
news in the power of the Holy Spirit to our needy world. 
Church-planting pastors, caring bishops, missionaries in over-
seas churches, persons ministering to hurting families in North 
America . . . these are but a few of the people we support 
when we contribute to our brotherhood programs through 
Cooperative Ministries. 
So, let us joyfully give to Cooperative Ministries what we 
have promised, plus a little more. Who knows? Perhaps we will 
experience so much excitement in giving to the Lord's work 
that our brotherhood will "go over the top," ending 1987 with a 
surplus instead of the traditional deficit. Wouldn't that be 
great? 
Other good financial news. Many readers will know that in 
1985 the new Board for Evangelism and Church Planting had 
incurred a sizeable debt, largely because Cooperative Minis-
tries receipts had fallen far short of the funding commitments 
to mission and extension churches they had inherited from the 
Board for Missions in the 1984 board reorganization. At the 
1986 General Conference, a special offering was taken to help 
liquidate this debt. 
Don Winters, U.S. treasurer for the board, now reports: 
"The Board for Evangelism and Church Planting is pleased 
to announce that our loan of $150,000 from the Jacob Engle 
Foundation has been paid. . . . 
"We express our thanks to each person who prayerfully gave 
to the Board for Evangelism and Church Planting through the 
General Conference offering, which provided $100,000 toward 
our loan repayment. We also wish to thank churches and other 
individuals who gave offerings and gifts to Cooperative Minis-
tries and thereby provided us with sufficient funds to repay the 
remainder of this loan. 
"We encourage your continued support of Cooperative 
Ministries so that the work of the Lord is increased and the 
ministries of the Brethren in Christ Church are strengthened. 
God bless you as you continue to remember the work of 
Cooperative Ministries with prayers and gifts." 
Ourfinal item on the financial scene. Just before press time, 
word was received that Rev. Merle Brubaker has accepted the 
assignment of Director of Stewardship, effective Sept. 1,1987. 
Merle currently pastors the Lancaster, Pa., Brethren in Christ 
Church. He and his wife Ila presently are in Africa under 
arrangements with the Board for World Missions, sharing for 
several weeks with missionaries and the church. 
More details will appear in a later issue of the Visitor. 
Meanwhile, let us pray for Merle as he prepares to begin this 
new assignment—helping to increase our understanding and 
obedience in the area of stewardship. 
G 
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Christian vital signs 
by J. Ralph Wenger 
If the Brethren in Christ Church is to 
impact society, it is imperative that the 
life of the individual believer be in good 
sound spiritual health. Like the vital 
signs of the body, so the spiritual vital 
signs need to be functioning properly. 
Prayer is one of those signs. 
If in the physical body some particu-
lar sign was in difficulty, no credible 
physician would overlook the situation. 
The vital signs of the spiritual life are not 
optional. Prayer is to the spiritual life 
what breathing is to the physical life. 
The church has not always used this 
vital spiritual activity to the best advan-
tage. It is my desire that the Brethren in 
Christ would be strong and vibrant in 
prayer. This vital sign can be strength-
ened in three ways. 
Leadership should be committed to 
the value and worth of prayer. Renewal 
2000 is a term we have used in our re-
structure and our endeavor to state 
anew our doctrinal positions. But it is 
more. If spiritual renewal is to happen, 
prayer will be evident and significant. 
Leaders need to be people of prayer. Not 
people who believe in it or talk about it, 
but praying people—participants. 
I was pleased recently when a group 
of leaders of our brotherhood spent an 
entire afternoon and evening in soul-
searching, and in contemplating before 
the Lord what it means to be renewed in 
our own lives. I call upon those in 
leadership—pastors, church boards, peo-
ple in Christian education, in missions, 
in finances, in administration—to make 
prayer part of our personal lives and 
intentionally to call our people to prayer. 
Some churches hold prayer vigils 
from eight until midnight on Friday 
evening. Some have Friday morning 
prayer vigils. Some have fasting and 
prayer periods one day a week, or call 
for people to gather in churches and 
pray. All of these endeavors can be used 
of God to enhance prayer life. 
Denominational Retreat 
ACCENT '87 
Messiah College, July 6-10,1987 
"Excellence in Ministry: Integrity in Service" 
Accent '87 will be a high-point for our church leadership team when pastors and 
spouses gather at Messiah College, July 6-10. The focus is on wholeness in our inner 
lives, our family relationship, and in our brotherhood. The aim is to promote 
excellence in the ministry of our leadership people, and integrity in our service. Our 
prayer is that the leadership of the Brethren in Christ Church will be renewed by the 
Holy Spirit. 
The spacious campus of Messiah College, the delicious meals, the warm friend-
ships, and the serious listening to the Holy Spirit will combine to edify, encourage, 
and renew our whole church. 
Just now, pray for your pastoral couple, and pray for their renewal at Accent '87. 
Individuals need to be committed to 
prayer. Here are several ideas for the 
believer: (l) We break down a difficult 
barrier when we make a commitment to 
pray. (2) We eliminate our excuses when 
prayer is a part of our planning. Sched-
uling prayer is important. (3) We in-
crease the strength of prayer when we 
pray with others. (4) We learn to pray 
by praying; we learn by doing. (5) We 
can expect specific answers by being 
specific in our prayers. Be as specific as 
you are when you request something 
you desire from a friend who has the 
means to meet your need. (6) Give tes-
timony to the many blessings which 
have come into your life since you've 
prayed. (7) You follow Christ's exam-
ple when you pray. Jesus was a man of 
prayer. He prayed in public with his 
disciples. He prayed by himself—alone 
in the desert. He prayed all night, at 
early morning, and on many, many 
occasions. 
Blessings come when we pray. In 
prayer, the believer learns to walk in the 
strength and power of a Holy Spirit-
controlled life. When the Church prays, 
it takes its rightful place as God's people 
in the world. God's people are set free to 
minister and to accomplish the work 
and the will of God in our world. When 
we pray, God's provisions of people 
resources and other resources for the 
furtherance of the gospel are unleashed 
and the work of God is enhanced. 
As Brethren in Christ we cannot 
afford to be prayerless. We die when we 
fail to pray. All of our structures, all of 
our relationships, all of our associa-
tions, all of our purposes need to be 
carried through with a spirit of prayer. 
May God multiply this vital sign in the 
Brethren in Christ Church so that Re-
newal 2000 will have momentous effect. 
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